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The Garden News 
We are Thankful for the Many 

Master Gardener Volunteers who 
have taken in the Harvest of success-

ful Gardening Programs around 
Clark County in 2013. 

Please remember to record all of your volun-
teer hours.  This record is so important for our 
future funding from WSU and Clark County. 

This harvest photo from the Historic Fort Vancouver 
Garden, taken in the past, by volunteer James Pestillo. 

2013 Washington State Master Gardener of 
the Year.     The WSU Extension Clark County Master 
Gardener Program nominated Barbara Nordstrom. 

Barbara completed Master Gardener training in 2005. Her Master Gardener 
volunteer service has centered primarily on working with youth. She played a 
role in the development of a garden at Hazel Dell Elementary School, which is 
used by students, as well as children from the Boys and Girls Club on site, and 
surrounding neighbors who also have community garden plots at the garden. 
Barbara coordinates garden education for students during the school year and 
for Boys and Girls Club kids during the summer. (See page 11 for a note from 
Barbara.)   She works closely with teachers to integrate garden activities into 
Washington State educational guidelines, incorporating learning goals into 
garden time. Her lessons utilize hands-on projects, bringing classroom lessons 

to life. Many of the students come from disadvantaged backgrounds and have 
never known that a carrot grows in the ground or that lettuce starts with a tiny 
little seed. 
Through Barbara’s untiring efforts and leadership, the Hazel Dell Elementary 
School Garden is recognized across the county as a successful school pro-
gram and has been featured on the local Garden Time television show and 
included in tours of regional gardens. 
Although this is a full time “job” in itself, Barbara also volunteers with other 
Master Gardener activities, such as Clark County Fair exhibit and the school 
garden section of the new http://communitygrown.org website, to name just a 
few. While Barbara did not win the award, she is definitely a winner in our 
eyes. Thank you, Barbara – you are a true inspiration! 

In cooperation with Clark County and Washington State University, the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County is 
dedicated to promoting research-based horticultural practices at the 78th Street Heritage Farm and other venues across 
Clark County through education, consultative programs and experiences which preserve or enhance our environment. 

http://www.communitygrown
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Foundation Office Location 
78th Street Heritage Farm 

1919 NE 78th Street 
Vancouver WA 98665 
360-397-6060 ext. 5706 

mgfclark@gmail.com 
 

Web Page: 
http://www.mgfcc.com 

 
President: Peg Schauer 

schauer48@msn.com 
  Vice President:  Marie Ogier 

marieogier@comcast.net 
 Secretary: Fran Hammond 

reh5286@aol.com 
Treasurer: Joseph Ziemba 
josephziemba@comcast.net 

 
Directors: 

 Nancy Funk 
nancysgarden6@gmail.com 

Burke Harris 
burke@soundtracks.com 

Sharon Kitashima 
 snokit@msn.com 

Dean Sutera 
dsutera45@msn.com 

 Willy Wyffels 
wyffels@msn.com 

 Executive Administrator: 
Judy Chamberlain  

jacflash99@comcast.net 

News from the Master Gardener Foundation Board  

Friends, 
As 2013 draws to a close, and our gardens are slumbering (except for your 
hardy winter gardeners), it is a good time to reflect on the past year, and plan 
for the coming 2014.  This was the best year ever for fundraising for the 
MGFCC.  There are so many who contributed many hours to the success of 
the Plant Sale, and other sales of plants and merchandise. We are a hard 
working group of great people. So many people with every skill we need to 
achieve our goals.  The basic goal of the MGFCC is to fund grants for horti-
cultural education and sustainable gardening practices throughout Clark 
County. The 2013, sale of plants has reached an all time high of over 
$40,000.  Fantastic.  This will allow next year’s Board to carry on the work 
in a big way. 
One of the main things we fund every year is a portion of the salary of the 
MG Program Coordinator position.  The program has greatly benefited from 
this position being increased and funded to full time.  Erika Johnson has built 
on the efforts of those who have gone before her, and she has added value by 
her enthusiasm, creativity, communication style and can-do attitude. You see 
her golden touch in brochures and her weekly outreach communication to us. 
I wish to extend a special thank you to her. Thank you, Erika. 

I have another thank you to Marie Ogier, Vice President, for stepping in to 
cover for me in recent months, at Board meetings and Evening meeting and 
everything in between.  As I have concentrated on 
health issues, she has stepped in to keep things running 
smoothly. Thank you, again for your leadership in 
these meetings, you are doing a great job. 
Oh! Planning for next year.  The Board of Directors, 
with it’s continuing members and newly elected indi-
viduals will start off with a budget session and the re-
view and approval, or denial of grant requests.  There 
are opportunities for you, as well. Committees need 
new members and leaders need to rotate to avoid any-
one burning out.  Where can you help? What are you 
planning for 2014? 
Peg 

We light a candle for Peg; to her 
continued healing and good health. 

MGF New Board Members 
The annual Foundation business meeting and election for three Board of di-
rector positions were held on October 1st. Thank you for attending the meet-
ing to cast your ballot for our new Board members, and to all of you who 
mailed in your ballots ahead of time. Your participation makes the Board 
more representative of all the members. 
We are pleased to welcome our three new directors to the Foundation Board 
for their three-year term; Jim Cave, Cheryl Cazenave, and Judy Hargreaves. 
Each brings a unique set of strengths and insights to the Board that will help 
guide the Foundation forward to a successful future. Their term of office will 

mailto:mgfclark@gmail.com
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begin January 2014. 
We also want to remind you that anyone can attend a Board meeting. 
So if you have something on your mind or just want to watch your 
Board in action, please feel free to attend our next meeting. The Board 
meets the first Tuesday of every month (except for August) at 9:00 in 
the conference room at the 78th Street Heritage Farm. 

A whole-hearted Thank You is in order for our outgoing Board 
members at the end of 2013! All three have generously taken turns serv-

ing as President while keeping involved with various other MGF venues. 
Peg Schauer has been organized, detailed-oriented and decisive. She thrives on challenges, always with a 
sense of humor, and has kept her “head in the game”. She is a true professional and has done an impeccable 
job. Onward to Battle, Peg!  
Dean Sutera led us to record success and achievements with the 2010 Statewide WSU Master Gardener 
Conference. We all enjoyed volunteering as he orchestrated a precision event that has set brilliant standards. 
This led to a position on the Board and soon after that generously taking over the Growing Groceries Pro-
gram (GGP). While we are saddened to loose Dean from the Board it pales to the satisfaction of knowing 
that he has been in the right place at the right time for the GGP. A great opportunity to reach out into the 
community with hands-on horticulture education, a program we strongly support. Teach a man to “Grow 
Groceries” and you feed him for a lifetime!  
Willy Wyffels’ wisdom and common sense have had a grounding effect on the Board making him a “pillar” 
to the Foundation. He has generously and selflessly served during personally challenging times. He is 
skilled at listening carefully and acting in a quick organized fashion. A chuckle, hug, and helping hand are 
always available even when the tasks become involved and complicated.  

The new Merchandise Coordinator is Karen Meharg, karmeh@comcast.net . Available at the 
meetings will be MGF branded merchandise. The new supply of aprons have 
arrived. You need not be a member to purchase merchandise. But of course, 
we would love to have you join the Foundation, if you are not already a 
member... your dues and our fund raising efforts help support the Master 
Gardener Program, community education, and community gardens, along 
with other grant programs. 
Items available  
Washed Blue Denim Aprons - $15  
Travel Mugs - $5     T-Shirts - $15 

(Women's small in orchid, Men's small & medium in charcoal, sage and 
spruce colors.  More sizes will be available after the new year. 

Grant Proposals  Applications are now being accepted for the 2014 Foundation grants for 
Clark County horticulture education/consultative programs. The hard copy application must be postmarked 
no later than November 30, 2013 in order to be eligible for consideration, or they can be submitted by 
email to mgfclark@gmail.com.  The application and guidelines can be downloaded from the Master Gar-
dener Foundation of Clark County (MGFCC) website at www.mgfcc.com/Grants.html 
Please feel free to give this information to people or organizations that are not on our distribution list, but 
may be interested in applying for a Foundation grant. 
Judy Chamberlain,  Executive Administrator,  Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County 

mailto:karmeh@comcast.net
mailto:mgfclark@gmail.com
http://www.mgfcc.com/Grants.html


4 

Rainy Day Gardener’s Book Reviews submitted by Karen Palmer 
The MG Foundation has some fantastic new gardening books in stock. Gardening books make great holiday 
gifts for your favorite gardener (Hint: it's okay if that includes YOU). Here is a sample of what we have to 
offer. If interested, please contact us at mailto:MGFClark@gmail.com.  

The Ever-Blooming Flower Garden by Lee Schneller - The byline for this book is 
"A Blueprint for Continuous Color" and that says it all. This book leads you 
through the planning, planting, and maintenance stages for all types of gardening 
situations. A handy reference list of flowers with their height, growth habit, sun 
requirements, and bloom time is included. There are also plant usage lists includ-
ing some we have never seen before, such as "Good gray-
ish foliage" or "Drapes over walls". $16.00 

The Edible Front Yard by Ivette Soler - This 200+ page 
book provides many ideas for edible plants that are attractive in the front of your 
house, including growing and usage information. Also included are irrigation tips, 
ideas for attractive trellises, hardscaping and maintenance. $16.00 

Teaming with Microbes by Jeff Lowenfels & Wayne Lewis - 
If your brain needs something more than pretty flowers, this is a great choice. Master 
Gardeners know that healthy soil is teaming with life and it is crucial for a bountiful 
and healthy garden. This book describes all the living elements of our soil, from bac-
teria to gastropods (aka slugs) and how to improve and feed 
your soil. $20.00 

Veggie Gardener's Answer Book by Barbara W. Ellis - This 
little stocking stuffer sized book uses the Q&A approach to an-

swer all types of questions about growing vegetables. Subjects include composting, 
planting, pest control, harvesting and hard to grow vegetables. Also makes a great 
hostess gift! $12.00 

The Dig Team has been in full Fall action! 
If you have an overgrown yard, or are just plain tired of some of your plants, consider contacting the Master 
Gardener Dig Team to help you out.  The Dig Team takes donated perennials and sells them at the Master 
Gardener Plant Sale.   
The Dig Team goes out on Monday or Tuesday morning and divides or digs up your unwanted perennials – 
and then pots them up at the greenhouses on Wednesday.  (If that does not work for your schedule, they 
will adjust on an individual basis.)  Peonies, unusual perennials, hardy fuchsias, and hellebores are espe-
cially popular.  They don’t take daylilies because the Daylily Society has a booth at the plant sale.  And 

Shasta Daisies, Asters, Lady’s Mantle, Bearded Iris, and ground covers are not usually 
needed – but it never hurts to check.  The team can’t take large trees or shrubs, and under-
standably does not take diseased or unhealthy plants. 
 If you would like to donate, contact Julie Carlson by phone at (360) 687-0495 
or by email at juliemcarlsen_flora@msn.com. 

mailto:MGFClark@gmail.com
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Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County educational meetings are held the first Tuesday of the 
month except for July, August, and January. The meetings are held at CASEE Center, Bldg B, Room 
202/205, 11104 NE 149th Street, Brush Prairie, WA 98606  Refreshments, Meeting at 7 PM. 

November 5th  Speaker: Heather Havens from Concentrates, Inc. 
Topic: Natural Fertilization and Soil Management 

Bio: Heather Havens has a B.S. in Agriculture from OSU and she is the General Manager and a share-
holder of Concentrates, Inc. in Milwaukie, OR. Heather has been helping Pacific Northwest farmers and 
gardeners with organic and natural soil, garden and farm management for over 20 years. She enjoys making 
natural and organic soil management practices easy to understand and implement.  
Products that Heather recommends can be found at Concentrates, Inc., 5505 SE Mallard Way, Milwaukie, 
OR 97222, 503-234-7501, www.concentratesnw.com. Concentrates’ products can also be found at your 
local farm and garden store.  Editor’s Note: Due to a back injury, I am sorry the newsletter is late for the 
November meeting.  This location would be great for a road trip to pick up garden amendments. 

December 3rd Speaker: Dr. Judith Harpel 

Topic: Bryophytes (Mosses, Hornworts and Liverworts) of Yellowstone National Park 

The presentation will provide an overview on what are bryophytes and how they relate to the vegetation 
types within Yellowstone Park. The discussion will also include 
some of the rare species that occur in the park. 
Bio: Dr. Judith Harpel is the Curator of Bryophytes and an Adjunct 
Professor at the University of British Columbia and has been work-
ing with bryophytes for over 30 years. She has done field work in 
Alaska, Canada, Eastern United States, the Russian Far East and the 
Pacific Northwest. Currently she has been working on the Yellow-
stone bryophyte flora for the last nine years. 

EXCELLENT PRESENTATION! 

Master Gardener Foundation Meetings for 2014 

January – no meeting. 
February 4– Joseph Ziemba – presentation on “Thomas Jefferson, Farmer”. 
With Diana Chernofsky – presentation on the 2013 International 
Master Gardener Conference 
March 4– Monica Maggio from Core Home Fruit Services will present 

 “Fruit Trees 101 – 10 Things to Know When You Grow” 
April 1– Rich Affeldt, Agronomist for Cascade Minerals will present 
 “What, Why and How to Remineralize the Soil” 
May 6– New Master Gardener Symposium- 
 four short talks by four new Master Gardeners  
June 3– OPEN 
July 1– MGF Annual Volunteer Appreciation Picnic 
August – no meeting. 
September 3– OPEN 
October 7– OPEN 
November 4– Speaker, Mr. Robert Buker, PhD, presentation on “Low-Cost Greenhouses” 
December 2– OPEN 

Master Gardener Foundation 
Meetings for 2014 
We have an opening for a new 
Speaker Coordinator(s).  Please 
contact a Board member if you are 
interested. See page 2 for the list. 

http://www.concentratesnw.com
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WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your 

local WSU Extension office.  

Coordinator's Corner 

News from Erika 

  
WSU Extension 
Clark County 

Master Gardener 
Program 

The Heritage Farm 
 1919 NE 78th St. 

PHONE: 
360-397-6060 

FAX:  
360-397-6122 

 
PROGRAM CONTACTS 

The Answer Clinic 
mganswer-

clinic@clark.wa.gov 
 360-397-6060 Ext. 5711 

 
MG Program 
Coordinator 

Erika Johnson 
Erika.johnson@clark.wa.gov 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5738 
 
 

Dr. Charles Brun 
Educational Advisor 

brunc@wsu.edu 
360-397-6060 Ext. 5701 

  
  

On-the-Road Events 
Cathy Green 

egweniger@gmail.com 
 

 
Heather Lund 

Newsletter Editor 
h.a.lund@comcast.net 

Publication on Alternate 
Months 

Deadline the 15th of the 
month before publication. 

Greetings and happy autumn!  The fall colors have 
really outdone themselves this year - the glorious 
greens yielding to red, orange, and yellow – colors 
that were in the leaves all along, but which were 
masked by the bold hubris of chlorophyll’s green. Taking 
my cues from nature, I use this time of year to enter into reflection. With the 
hubbub of the busy summer programming over, we have a chance to take a 
look at the  otherwise obscured roots of the Master Gardener program – its 
purpose, mission and goals, and ask are we achieving them, and through what 
methods and means? 

I attended the annual Master Gardener Advanced 
Education Conference in Everett, in late Septem-
ber. It included three days of workshops, presenta-
tions, and lots of talking with other passionate 
Master Gardeners from all over the state. It was 
fun to learn about what other programs are doing 
and to tell them about what we do – both gleaning 
new ideas to take home and try, and inspiring oth-
ers, as well. 

Master Gardener training is nearing its end, with 54 trainees developing more 
confidence each week. Last year’s trainees are finishing up their internships 
and getting ready to move into veteran status – Congratulations class of 2012 
– look for your new name badges to arrive soon! 

The holidays signal our program’s annual endowment campaign, all the more 
important now, in this time of dwindling public funding. The WSU Clark 
County Master Gardener endowment fund, so wisely created by visionary 
Master Gardeners in 2008 will deliver a dependable, perpetual source of fund-
ing for our program. (See page 7 for more information.) Earlier this spring, the 
fund reached its initial goal of $100,000. From now on, the income generated 
by the fund (4% annually) is available to us to use as we see fit – allowing us 
to continue to reach the wider Clark County community with our science-
based horticultural education messages. 

 Last day of the 2013, Fall Master Gardener Training Class is Novem-
ber 20.  Trainees will be presenting their final projects. 

 February 2014 Newsletter deadline January 15, 2014.  
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WSU Extension Clark County Master Gardener Endowment 2013 Campaign 
If this year has taught us anything, it’s that institutional funding is not reliable. 
Recent cuts at the county level have significantly reduced funding to the Master 
Gardener program for 2014. You are a Master Gardener because you value the 
beauty, healing nature, the environmental benefits of plant and plant communities, 
as well as the social connections being a part of the program offers. You desire 

that future generations may also have the opportunity to connect with the natural world. 
Master Gardeners are like hardy perennials – tenacious, tough, and resilient. What we put our minds to, we 
accomplish; be it building a garden for school children, educating gardeners on reducing their reliance on 
harmful chemicals, or generating the support needed to see a project through. 

Our fundraising goal for 2014 is $83,000. This will bring our endowment to $200,000 and allow for us to 
use a portion of the fund to fill the gap – approximately $8,000 annually. And the beauty of an endowment 
is that it is a perennial fund – a source which will only grow. Please consider making a gift today, and help 
continue the legacy. 
A cash contribution is the easiest way to give, or you may give a life insurance policy that you no longer 
need. Your financial planner can assist with this part of your estate plan. Don’t forget gifts of stocks and 
bonds, or an old car or travel home you may not be using any more. 
 
Watch your mail this December for the brochure and pledge card or contact Erika Johnson at (360) 397-
6060 x 5738 for more information. 

Hazel Dell School and 
Community Garden News 
In mid-September before classes started, during their school va-
cation, Clark College student volunteers worked in the Hazel 
Dell School and Community Garden. The main tasks were plant-
ing seeds in the greenhouse raised bed and pulling weeds in the 
communal beds so that the vegetables can grow. Produce from 
the communal beds is shared among the community gardeners, 
added to student weekend food backpacks, and donated to the 
nearby Homestead Homeless Shelter. Without the students’ 
good deeds, there’d be lots of weeds!  

Thank you Note for a Garden Improvement Grant given in 2013 
Mill Plain Elementary 
really appreciates the 
grant money you gave 
us.  We have used it to 
purchase cedar bark 
for paths between our 
raised beds.  Our gar-
den looks really great! 
Thank you! 
Melissa Zarzana,   
First/Second Grade Teacher, Mill Plain Elementary 
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Hazel Dell School & Community Garden News 
from page 7.  The six Clark students were assisted by WSU 
Master Gardeners/WSU Growing Groceries mentors, Laura 
Heldreth, Barbara Nordstrom, and Suzy Taylor. Next on the 
Hazel Dell School and Community Garden Calendar is put-
ting the garden to bed. Community gardeners will gather to 
clean out the beds, prepare the garden for the winter months, 
and celebrate a successful growing season. Thank you to the 
Master Gardeners and the Master Gardener Foundation for 
their support! 

Photo above: During the summer, Boys and Girls Club teens assisted by staff member, Eric Carstinson, and Master 
Gardeners Bobbi Bellomy and Barbara Nordstrom spread a mountain of bark donated by Gregg’s Tree Service in the 
Hazel Dell School and Community Garden. 

Grant Report on the Hazel Dell School and Community Garden. 
submitted by Barbara Nordstrom Editor’s Note: This is just a part of the Report Barbara has submitted to the 
Master Gardener Foundation Board.  Barbara has been excellent in giving a report to The Garden News each issue on 
the various activities at the garden.  Thank you for this communication. There is no doubt the funds are well used. 

Thanks to the support of the Master Gardener Foundation, the Hazel Dell School and Community 
Garden is growing. 
The garden is comprised of raised growing 
beds, a greenhouse with an additional raised 
bed, tool shed, and message kiosk. There 
are raised beds reserved for the students/
classrooms at Hazel Dell Elementary 
School, the adjacent Boys and Girls Club, 
and communal beds with the harvest shared 
with the Homestead Homeless Shelter and 
the school weekend food backpack pro-
gram. Beds are available to community 
members who also assist with the garden 
maintenance. Photo right ► WSU Master 
Gardener, Barbara Nordstrom reads about Bees to the Boys and Girls Club kids during the summer pro-
gram. (Note the ground cover provided by the MGF.) 
 
Students from Clark College, the Vancouver School of Arts and Academics, and teens from the Boys and 
Girls Club are engaged in a variety of maintenance tasks.WSU Master Gardeners and Growing Groceries 
mentors lead weekly two-hour summer garden sessions for the Boys and Girls Club children. Each session 
includes a story reading, lesson, garden task, healthy snack (often harvested from the garden) and journal 
entry. Topics were worms, birds versus pesticides, seeds, water, bees, and parts of plants.  
During the school year, the elementary school students participate in the annual Enrichment Fair garden 
activity “Lett-uce Eat.” Clark College students assisted second graders plant seeds for their Mother’s Day 
gifts. In addition, there are periodic garden projects with Headstart, Lifeskills, 2nd grade, and 4th grade 
classes.  
In the coming year, we will continue to engage children in the garden, encourage teachers and community 
members to be involved in the garden, and to have the Hazel Dell School and Community Garden a place 
where we can all grow and learn. 
Thank you to the Master Gardener Foundation for your continued support. This year the Founda-
tion funded a ground cover, garden signs, anchor pins, and a mason bee block.  
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Master Gardener Program Grant Reports from Erika Johnson 
 
I have submitted grant reimbursement forms for the five 2013 Master Gardener grant requests. The grants 
were used to purchase items that had a direct positive impact on our educational outreach this year and I 
expect, for many years to come. 
Answer Clinic Grant 
Three members of the answer clinic team inventoried the 
clinic library and made recommendations for additional 
books. Based on their recommendations, the following ti-
tles were purchased: 

The Berry Growers' Companion 
Controlling Weeds 
The Beginner's Guide to Growing Heirloom Vegetables 
Carrots Love Tomatoes & Roses Love Garlic 
The Container Gardener's Bible 
400 Trees and Shrubs for Small Spaces 

Photo right: Brenda Miles and Margaret Kerwin proudly 
displaying the books they recommended for addition to 
the answer clinic collection. 

In addition to the above, The Handbook of Poisonous and Injurious Plants was ordered because our copy 
was outdated. The Master Gardener program received a request from Educational Opportunities for Chil-
dren and Families (EOCF) requesting resources on preventing the children in their program from encoun-
tering poisonous plants on their playground. This book was instrumental in the development of a Power-
Point presentation given to the staff. Dr. Brun made four additional recommendations on books on insect 
identification. 

Farmers Market Grant 
Each farmer’s market coordinator was given a spending 
allowance to purchase supplies they believed would pro-
vide increased educational impacts to market visitors. 
Books were the top requested item and included titles 
such as Landscape Plant Problems, Weeds of the West, 
Western Garden Handbook, and Trees of North America.  
 
Some of the children’s activity supplies purchased for the 
fair did double duty and were checked out by Master 
Gardeners at the Battle Ground Farmer’s market for use 
at their insect-themed kids craft day.  
A new hands-on floral container garden activity was de-
signed for use at event booths. Watch for this engaging 
activity in the future. 

Eve Hanlin and Tia Henderson staffing the Master Gardener booth at the Battle Ground Farmer’s Market. 

Photo Above: 

Clark County Fair – Floral Grant 
Purchases for the floral exhibit at the fair contributed to winning “Best Educational Exhibit”. Items in-
cluded a plastic raised bed and artificial turf. These supplies will also serve double duty as the fair planning 
committee has already made plans to use both of these items next year in a Square Foot Garden demonstra-
tion.  
Other purchases included the materials used to design Ag Bites – informational signs incorporating the 
fair’s 100 Years of Agriculture theme into our educational programming. New this year, and expected to 
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Fair Floral Grant continued:  continue next year, was the garden educators 
poster competition. Grant funds paid for gift certificates to Shorty’s for three 
prize winners. 
 
Clark County Fair – Children’s Activity Grant 
Children’s fair activities centered on bugs – beneficials versus pests - and in-
cluded a butterfly container plant clip, Pest or Predator Concentration game, Pest 
or Predator bean bag toss, and a honey bee story book. 

 
Four life cycle figure sets helped il-
lustrate and make tangible the life 
cycles of some common bugs. These 
will be put in kits and made available 
for check out by volunteers for vari-
ous educational uses throughout the 
year. 
 
 
Master Gardener Tuition Assistance Grant 

Five Master Gardener applicants requested full tuition assistance this year. All were extremely grateful to 
receive the award and have expressed to the coordinator what an impact it will have on them personally and 
in some cases professionally. 

Native Notes: Something Unusual for a Native “Plant” Story: 
Submitted By:  Roberta Doster,  Skamania, WA 
Chanterelles -A Bumper Crop - 2013 
A stiff west wind blew fall into the Gorge several weeks ago.  With it came rain - 7 
inches in 72 hours, hail, thunder, lightening, and branches a plenty.  Our lane was layered 
in green detritus.  Following the blow came a break of watery Fall sun. 
 "Time to harvest the remains of my garden," declares me. 
 "Actually, time to put the siding on the woodshed", declares my husband, Rick. 
Instead, we wander out to pick the final crop of chanterelle mushrooms with friends who have just called 
and come to visit for that specific purpose.  Picking chanterelles is a hit and miss proposition in our area.  It 
all depends on whether the weather is being mushroom friendly or not. 
 
 Ideal mushrooming happens in our area the end of September and the first of October when these 
conditions occur.  What you first need is a rather warm summer, not hot and extra dry, but nice and warm.  
Next you need a soaking rain.  The tail-end of a typhoon from Japan provided the needed moisture.  Fi-
nally, after the massive amount of rain, warm weather is needed again.  If it freezes, mushrooms do not ap-
pear.  And yes, this year the weather cooperated. 
 Where does one hunt the wily chanterelle?  Chanterelles grow in fairly consistent locales.  Second 
growth forested areas, between 30 to 60 years old, provide the best chance of success.  They do not grow 
evenly throughout the forest debris.  Rather they thrive in clumps or colonies.  Find one chanterelle and 
carefully search around and you're likely to find many.  Growing under fir needles, branches, in downed 
brush, among Oregon Grape or ferns are good places to look.  Remember good conditions equal lots, and 
dry, hot Falls equal few, if any, mushrooms. 
 How do you know you're picking a chanterelle?  There are several ways to identify them correctly.  
The safest way is to take a mushrooming class from an expert, a family member, or someone who has 
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picked them for many years.  Using a mushroom 
field guide is another way.  If I were using a guide, 
I'd take the mushrooms to a farmer's market seller or 
mushroom buyer to make sure what was picked is 
edible. 
 Once you've found a good picking location, 
mark it on a map since chanterelles return to the 
same location year after year.  That is if you pick 
them carefully.  Use a sharp knife and cut the mush-
room above their "roots" and cover any stalk up 
again.  Field clean the mushroom carefully.  This 
means removing needles, leaves, and any dirt that 
may be on the mushroom.  A fine brush may help if 
conditions are dry.  This will help a lot when you get 
home and face a sack of mushrooms to clean. 

 So off we went a-mushrooming on a fine fall day.  Were we successful?  Certainly, we were.  Har-
vested a total of 40 plus pounds of the fall beauties amongst four of us.  Can't think of a better way to enjoy 
good friends, moderate hiking, and the beauty of our temperate rainforest haven.   

The WSU Extension Clark County Master Gardener Program nominated Barbara Nordstrom for Gardener 
of the Year for 2013. Each county attending the yearly Master Gardener Conference offers a select person 
to receive the State Award.  The following is a note sent to the Editor from Barbara: "There are so many 
deserving MGs here in Clark County who work many hours and give much of themselves to spread the 
joys of gardening and further environmental stewardship, it is an honor to be counted amongst them." 

Black Death Viral Infection in Hellebores 
While many plants are beginning a winter sleep, our 
hellebores are just beginning to wake up. I already have 
new growth buds showing on some of my earliest varie-
ties.  Last year I had one plant that developed a black 
death viral infection (by Carlavirus).  I did not notice 
this until late in the flowering period, when I removed 
all of the plant by cutting it to the ground and then care-
fully cleaning my pruners with rubbing alcohol. Do not 
compost this plant material. I did not try to dig out the 
plant as it had many new babies growing around it, 
which were not infected; however, there can be a symp-
tomless infection. 
The disease is spread by aphids when they seek out the nectar of the flowers, so 
it is easily moved from one plant to another, if the aphids move to another 
flower. When the infection is as obvious as with my above hellebore, it may 
have been there the season before.  I usually do not spray for aphids as I have 
many small birds and of course lady bugs that visit my garden.  I generally do 
not see as many aphids as on the flower picture to the right.  I will be watching 
closely this year for any additional infection.  This viral disease has proved 
deadly for hellebore growers in Europe.  Submitted by Heather Lund. 
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/helleborus-black-death 
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Veteran Master Gardener 
Wins the 2013 Quilt Drawing  

The July Master Gardener Volunteer Appreciation Picnic was 
a big success for Roberta Jacobs who won the well coveted 
quilt made by Val Pellens (wife of MG Ken Pellens) and 
Alene Gragg (wife of MG Gary Gragg).  We are thankful for 
the contribution through the ticket sales, which provided 
funds for various Master Gardener Foundation community 
gardening grants. 

Editors Ramblings: 
 ∞ Newsletter Writers needed!  Educational short topics with reference and 
photo; seasonal topics.  Also send me a list of your favorite 3-5 winter seed and plant 
catalogs for the February issue.  Need Name of the company, are the catalogs free, web 
and email address if they have one, mailing address, and phone number.  It would be 
great to have a nice reference list for all to use.   Next newsletter due date January 15.   

∞  1 gallon pots for the MGF greenhouses. The more rigid plastic is 
preferred. 

∞  Please post your volunteer hours soon.  Erika has to prepare a 
big report! 
∞  Organic plant matter makes the best compost.  Do your soil tests 
when the soil is warmer as the Nitrogen reading will be more accu-
rate.  From November speaker Heather Havens. 

∞  I spent half a day at Powell’s Books in Portland.  Depressing place when you note all the 
books you do not have time to read.  I saw several interesting titles for winter reading.  In 
nonfiction, The Drunken Botanist by Amy Stewart (I thought of Karen Palmer’s cider).  
Also, The Big Burn by Timothy Egan, which gives an important insight into forest manage-
ment.  In fiction,  Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver,  The Signature of All Things by 
Elizabeth Gilbert, and The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin appealed to my nature/earth lover 
side.  For Jack Nisbet lovers, he has a new book out on David Douglas. 

∞  Please, Please, growing teams for the May sale.  We loved the cucum-
ber Suyo Long and the eggplant Little Fingers and the white eggplant 
with the purple strips which was almost too beautiful to eat.  I would buy 
only the grafted tomatoes, as they were worth the price, the flavor and 
the size were very good, and we did not have late blight. 

Happy 2014 New Year! 
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Congratulations to Erika on being awarded the prestigious Silva 
Bolds-Whitfield award. The award is presented by the Urban 
Forestry Commission to a Vancouver citizen who had gone to 
extraordinary lengths to advance urban and community forestry. 
Erika has worked with the nonprofit Friends of Trees in the 
planting of hundreds of new trees in Cascade Highlands and 
thousands more tress throughout Vancouver. Erika and other 
winners' names are permanently etched in a stone fountain at the 
Silva Bolds-Whitfield Memorial Plaza, 1300 Main St. Well done, Erika! 

Wishing you All a Happy Holiday Season 
May the Peace of Winter 

give you a ready soul for spring. 

Plant selections are already underway at the 78th Street 
Heritage Farm for next spring’s May Plant Sale.  From 
apples to zucchini we have a team in need of help from 
volunteers for planting, weeding, pruning and watering. 
Please come on Wednesdays and begin to learn and en-
joy fun with the great master gardeners teams. 
Winter Fort Vancouver Garden photo taken by James 
Pestillo in 2011. 

For the Photo Finish some lovely pictures taken by Eve Hanlin 

Lettuce be ready for the May 2014 Sale! 
Cause you are my sunshine, Coleus. 

We all start small, see my tiny seeds. They pick these seeds 
with tweezers! 

Nasturtiums for lunch, 
nasturtiums for joy, 
they brighten our gar-
dens and tempt the pol-
linators like a toy! 


