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Presenting the stunning 2013 quilt for 

our annual raffle this year are its creators, Val Pellens (wife of 

MG Ken Pellens) and Alene Gragg (wife of MG Gary Gragg).  To 

say that these two ladies have a “passion” for quilting is an under-

statement.  During my interview with them for this story, they 

admitted that you might say they are dedicated, or you might say 

they are “obsessed” with quilting.  (As Master Gardeners, I know 

we can all relate, only ours happens to be with plants.)Val has 

created an annual quilt for our raffle for the last seven years, and 

Alene joined her in the collaborative effort several years ago.  I 

asked them how they went about choosing a theme each year for 

the design and they said they usually select the pattern a year in 

advance.  As they are looking at patterns, they focus on what pic-

torial they believe would appeal to gardeners, and as you can see, 

this year’s quilt fits that criteria beautifully. 

They refuse to call themselves “professional” quilters because to them that means someone whose commercial busi-

ness is quilting, then selling the products.  However, it would be a misnomer to call them “amateurs”, so I suppose we 

might say that they are skillful, talented, experienced, driven, focused and consumed creators of extraordinary pieces 

of art using cloth as a medium, (although Alene showed me a piece she recently created, combining a portrait she 

painted, surrounded by a quilt used as a frame, which was stunning), so they are always searching for new creative 

outlets using their quilting talents.   They informed me that the art of quilting continues to evolve and is not consid-

ered “grandmother’s” quilting any longer.  

It generally takes the two of them about 50 hours to make the quilt, and the fabric itself can cost as much as $200.  

     Unsung Heroes by Fran Hammond 

The overall quilt stitching for the piece is done by a freehand guided machine.   

(I can still see Ken shaking his head over the thousands of dollars they spent for 

Alene’s quilting machine more than a few years ago.)  Of course I had to ask them 

the obvious question, since they don’t produce quilts for sale, what do they do with 

all of them? They told me that is a question they are often asked, as Alene proceeded 

to open a cabinet “stacked” from top to bottom with beautiful creations.  They vol-

unteered that they do give some away by sharing them with family members and 

close friends.  Besides they said, “there doesn’t need to be a purpose to creating a 

quilt, it’s just because we love doing it.  Quilting is restful, relaxing, invigorating, 

and challenging; and perhaps part of the empty nest syndrome.” 

They are both members of the Clark County Quilters and have each served as offi-

cers of that organization.   They also belong to a group called “Thread Tales”.  They 

explained that it is a book club that incorporates quilting.  Members read a desig-

nated book, and then they individually interpret the book in a quilt.   After several 
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months they come together to show their quilts and talk about how the 

quilt illustrates something significant or memorable about the book.   

(They each showed me their quilt illustrated from the book they recently 

read  “The Help”, each one a totally different approach, and both repre-

sented uniquely and wonderfully).   

Another group they are involved in is called “Vagabonds”.  This group’s 

project is to work from a photograph that is presented to one of its mem-

bers.  That person then translates the photo into a 12” x 12” quilt.  Then 

“only” the quilt is passed on to a different group member to illustrate in a 

different way.  At the conclusion, they show the original photograph.  

They said it’s sort of like the game many of us played as children, whispering information from one to the next to see 

how it evolves and ends up from when it began. 

The Vagabond Quilting Group also provides quilts to the Clark County Children’s Justice Center.  The Center deals 

with physically and sexually abused children of all ages.  They explained that in many or most cases the children are 

required to disrobe for physical examinations which can be an extremely traumatic experience when they have al-

ready experienced unimaginable trauma in their young lives.  The quilts 

are given to the children to cling to, wrap around themselves, and then for 

them to keep as a means of comfort and security.  Last year they donated 

over 20 quilts to this organization.  Good people doing good work by 

sharing their talents. 

As gardeners we identify and relate to the creative process and so we can 

truly appreciate what they do through their use of materials.  So to Val 

and Alene we say,  “May your needle never dull, may your thread never 

break and may you continue to discover new ways to bring beauty into 

our world through your creations”.   From all of us, many, many thanks. 

Editor’s Note: Thank you Fran for this interesting article. Tickets for the 

2013 Quilt will be on sale at the February Foundation meeting, Tuesday 

the 5th.  

Photos for this newsletter 

were submitted by Peg 

 Schauer, Fran Hammond, 

Burke Harris, Dean Sutera, Barbara Nordstom, Marie Ogier, Judy Cham-

berlain, and Heather Lund. The 2012 quilt won by Heather Lund  ►► 

This quilt created by Val and Alene is from a Cindy Lammon pattern 

called “Leesy’s Garden”. It was named after Cindy’s granddaughter, 

Elyse, who at nine months became fascinated with all the colors and the 

feel of the plants in her Grandma’s garden. 

Quilt won by Fran Hammond in 2008 

Quilt won by Toni 

Wyffels in 2011. The 

stitching in this quilt 

is beautifully detailed. 

Homemade Sticky Traps: submitted by Stephania Potter 

Did you know you can make your own sticky traps to control whiteflies? 

Homemade sticky traps can be built from ¼ inch masonite (or plywood). 

Paint the masonite with bright yellow paint (spray paint works well). 
Attach a stake or punch holes if you plan to hang the traps. Next apply 

an adhesive that can be mixed using one part petroleum jelly or mineral 

oil and one part household detergent. When the stickiness wears off, 
simply wash with soap and water, dry, and reapply homemade adhesive. 

Place one sticky trap about every 3 feet in the garden and face the yel-

low, sticky side toward the shade but facing a plant. Smaller traps can be 

hung in a greenhouse.  
Source: Arizona Cooperative Extension, Yavapai County 

Fran Hammond, Perennial Lady 
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Foundation Office Location 

Heritage Farm 

1919 NE 78th Street 

Vancouver WA 98665 

360-397-6060 ext. 5706 
Web Page: 

http://www.mgfcc.com 

President: Peg Schauer 

schauer48@msn.com 

360-834-1765 

  Vice President:  Marie Ogier 

marieogier@comcast.net 

360-896-9069 

  Secretary: Fran Hammond 

reh5286@aol.com 

360-891-3967 

Treasurer: Joseph Ziemba 

josephziemba@comcast.net 

360-718-2749 

Directors: 

 Nancy Funk 

nancysgarden6@gmail.com 

360-798-4004 

Burke Harris 

burke@soundtracks.com 

360-574-9607 

Sharon Kitashima 

 snokit@msn.com 

360-666-9046 

Dean Sutera 

dsutera45@msn.com 

360-687-1967 

Willy Wyffels 

wyffels@msn.com 

360-253-9431 

 

 Executive Administrator: 

Judy Chamberlain  

jacflash99@comcast.net 

Phone 360-666-8671 

News from the MG Foundation President  

Greetings Gardeners, 

We are off to another calendar year.  Welcome 
new members, and thank you to the rest for re-
newing your membership in this, your Master 
Gardener Foundation of Clark County. 
The MGFCC Board of Directors has settled in 
with two new members. Joseph Ziemba is the 
new Treasurer. His experience in the business 
world is a great advantage to us.  Sharon Ki-
tashima joins us and continues her role of coordi-
nating speakers for our evening educational meet-
ings.  Nancy Funk was re-elected and continues 
her leadership, along with Julie Carlsen at the 
Heritage Farm.  I am delighted to serve as your 
President in 2013. Other officers are Marie Ogier, 
Vice-President, and Fran Hammond as Secretary.   

We are looking forward to a productive year. In January, your Board re-

viewed budget and grant requests.  The approved items reflect our goal of hor-

ticultural education in Clark County. Watch the newsletter for updates and 

reports of the projects, the accomplishments of last year and progress made in 

2013. 

A new activity for the MGFCC is the oversight of the Community Garden at 

the 78th Street Heritage Farm. Willy Wyffels and his team are looking forward 

to breathing new life into those 85 plots.  The Growing Groceries Program, 

under the leadership of Dean Sutera, will provide assistance and Garden Men-

tors, as they do in so many other community gardens. 

Watch for Burke Harris as he and Angelique document MGFCC activities and 

see some of the results on our website at   http://www.mgfcc.com.  Karen 

Palmer has passed on her knowledge and organization as Executive Adminis-

trator to Judy Chamberlain.  Judy is off and running in her new role and will 

keep us up to date and efficient.   There are so many others who have 

assumed leadership and involvement in the many other projects and commit-

tees of this organization. Check the calendar on page 6 for some of the fund 

raising projects already underway this year. 

By the time you are reading this, the newest Greenhouse, #10, will be outfitted 

with a weather station to sense conditions and electronically adjust mecha-

nisms within the green-

house. The other green-

houses have all received 

special attention to doors, 

and wall structure. We 

are looking good. 

As I discovered, when I 

first dug into the fertile 

ground of Master Garden-

ers, this is a great group 

of people and I am proud 

to represent you. Peg Schauer, Foundation President for 2013      Photo Above 

  Peg Schauer, Nancy Funk & Marie Ogier—Open Garden tours  
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In cooperation with Clark County and Washington State University, the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County is 

dedicated to promoting research-based horticultural practices at the 78th Street Heritage Farm and other venues across 

Clark County through education, consultative programs and experiences which preserve or enhance our environment. 

The first year of the Bethel Community Garden in Brush Prairie was a resounding success, not only for those who 

gardened there, but also for the many people who helped create it.  Members of Bethel Lutheran Church and friends 

did a lot of the work but couldn’t have finished their work in time for Spring planting without the help of several MG 

Foundation members (Kirk Chamberlain, Gary Clark, Jeff Booren, Burke Harris and Dean Sutera). 

Most of the community gardeners came from the Spanish speaking church across the street and from the neighboring 

mobile home park.  Several of the gardeners had 

never gardened before, but with the help of WSU 

Growing Groceries Mentors, fantastic crops were 

produced. 

Lorena Torres and her two daughters, ages 3 and 

11, planted tomatoes, cucumbers, green beans, 

carrots, peppers, peas, herbs and melons.  Lorena 

said that her best crops were tomatoes and cucum-

bers, but she was most proud of her four mini wa-

termelons.  Having never gardened before, she 

appreciated help from fellow gardeners and from 

the Growing Groceries Mentors.  Lorena said, “I grew so 

many vegetables that I was able to feed my family and other 

relatives, and still share more with neighbors and friends!”  

She even donated to the Food Bank on many occasions.  Lo-

rena noted that, “I saved a huge amount of money, and am 

looking forward to gardening again next year.” 

Jim and Mary Hoseney live in the mobile home park, and 

were able to garden from their wheelchairs in two 4’x8’ 

raised beds made from concrete block.  Like Lorena, Jim and 

Mary had never gardened before, and took full advantage of 

this new opportunity.  Mary said, “I learned everything from 

the mentors, and now feel certain that I can do it on my own next year.   The flavor of my Brandywine tomatoes was 

so much better than store-bought.  I hated to see the growing season end.”   Jim and Mary shared tomatoes with their 

neighbors.  When asked what her neighbors had to say about her tomatoes, she said all they continued to yell was 

“We want more…We want more!” 

As I mentioned earlier, the Bethel Community Garden was a success measured not only by the number of pounds of 

wonderful produce grown, but by what everyone involved in the garden gained personally.  The President of the 

American Community Gardening Association states that, “Community Gardening is 10% Gardening and 90% Com-

munity.” This is beautifully illustrated by one of the WSU Growing Groceries Mentors at the Bethel Garden, Joe Aal-

bue, who said, “What excites me about the community garden movement is its potential.  It goes way beyond grow-

ing vegetables ….. to re-building community.  In community gardening we learn about our dependence on one      

Community Gardens … More Than Just Vegetables By Dean Sutera 
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another.  Folks who garden are transformed by the experience, and gardening in community multiplies the effect.  

Community gardening is about strengthening relationships, healing communities, and taking responsibility for both 

our health and our food supply.”  

All involved with the Bethel Community Garden are eagerly looking forward to the 2013 season!  

Submitted by Dean Sutera,  A Director of the WSU Growing Groceries Program of Clark County  

Community Gardens … More Than Just Vegetables  continued 

Putting the Garden to Bed at the Hazel Dell School and Community Garden 
A dry day amongst very rainy weather greeted 20 Clark College students from Kristen Myklebust and Sara Gerlt-
Schroeder’s Health 100 classes as they worked in the Hazel Dell School and Community Garden. Students prepared 

the garden for winter by spreading bark on the paths, pruning the native plants, weeding, and laying weed barrier in 

the blueberry and raspberry beds. 

The work session was lead by WSU Master Gardeners 
and Growing Groceries Mentors Bobbi Bellomy and 

Barbara Nordstrom with assistance from WSU Grow-

ing Groceries Mentor Suzy Taylor and WSU Master 
Gardener Trainee Laura Heldreth. Thank you Clark 

College and WSU Master Gardeners/Growing Grocer-

ies! 

Left Photo: WSU Master Gardener/Growing Grocer-
ies Mentor, Bobbi Bellomy (front) is assisted by Clark 

College students Ryan Evan, Forrest Mock and Carrie 

Hanson-Muxlow (from left to right) spreading bark 
chips donated by Thomas Family Tree in the Hazel 

Dell School and Community Garden. 

Right Photo: A view of the Hazel Dell School and 

Community Garden with the demonstration hoop 
house and message center/kiosk (supplies funded 

by the Master Gardener Foundation).  

If you would like to be involved in activities at the 
Hazel Dell School and Community Garden, please 

contact garden coordinators Barbara Nordstrom or 

Bobbi Bellomy, GrowSmiles@hotmail.com or 

phone 360-574-6290. 

If you have an overgrown yard, or are just plain tired of some of your 
plants, consider contacting the Master Gardener Dig Team to help you 
out.  The Dig Team takes donated perennials and sells them at the Master 
Gardener Plant Sale.  Most of the time the Dig Team goes out in the fall 
or early spring on Monday or Tuesday morning and divides or digs up 
your unwanted perennials – and then pots them up at the greenhouses on 
Wednesday.  (If that does not work for your schedule, they will adjust on 
an individual basis.)  Peonies, unusual perennials, hardy fuchsias, and 
hellebores are especially popular.  They don’t take daylilies because the 
Daylily Society has a booth at the plant sale.  And Shasta Daisies, Asters, 
Lady’s Mantle, Bearded Iris, and ground covers are not usually needed – 
but it never hurts to check.  The team can’t take large trees or shrubs, and 
understandably does not take diseased or unhealthy plants. 

 If you would like to donate, contact Julie Carlsen by phone at (360) 687-0495 
 or by email at juliemcarlsen_flora@msn.com. 
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WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 

Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local 

WSU Extension office.  

Coordinator's Corner 

News from Erika 

  

WSU Extension 

Clark County 

Master Gardener 

Program 

Heritage Farm 

 1919 NE 78th St. 
PHONE: 

360-397-6060 

FAX:  

360-397-6122 

 

PROGRAM CONTACTS 

The Answer Clinic 

mganswer-

clinic@clark.wa.gov 

 

 360-397-6060 Ext. 5711 

 

MG Program 

Coordinator 

Erika Johnson 

Erika.johnson@clark.wa.gov 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5738 

 

Dr. Charles Brun 

Educational Advisor 

brunc@wsu.edu 

360-397-6060 Ext. 5701 

  

  

Ray Peterson 

On-the-Road Events 

rpeters@pacifier.com 

360-573-2592 

  

 

Heather Lund 

Newsletter Editor 

360-882-5133 

h.a.lund@comcast.net 

Alternate Months 

Deadline  the 15th. 

h.a.lund@comcast.net 

UP & COMING Activities Calendar: 

Watershed Stewards Training starts 1/31 Thurs., 6:30 - 9:00 pm January 31 – 

April 4. contact: jenifer.naas@clark.wa.gov 360-397-6060  

February 15: Deadline to submit articles for the March/April Newsletter 

April 26, 27 & 28: Spring Home and Garden Idea Fair, work at the plant 

holding area; first Foundation fund raiser. 

First weekend in May: Nature Scaping Spring Sale of Perennials, Shrubs & 

Bare Root Trees to benefit the Wildlife Botanical Gardens 

May 11 & 12, Sat. & Sun: MGFCC Annual Plant Sale, Heritage Farm 

May 18th Weekend planting of the I-5 Welcome to Washington sign 

August 1-11, 2013 Clark County Fair, Set up is July 27, take down Aug 12. 

Happy New Year! With my first Master Gardener training under my belt and the rush 

of activities of last year behind me, I am looking forward to the opportunity to reflect 

on my first nine months with WSU Extension and the Master Gardener program. I like 

winter because I can nourish my inner grizzly bear and enter a sort of hibernation – a 

time to slow down and remember the past and dream about the future.  

The possibilities of this incredible program continue to spark my 

imagination. Some things I’m thinking about for 2013 are adding 

some new components to Master Gardener training, specifically 

more hands-on activities – such as pruning or planting demon-

strations, plant identification, and maybe even some laboratory 

dissection.  

I also hope to develop a mentor program– pairing veteran Master Gardeners up with 

trainees as a means to provide support for the challenges that come with starting a new 

and challenging endeavor. I want to add an orientation and interview component to 

Master Gardener recruitment and I have plans to investigate opportunities to reach out 

to Clark County residents we don’t see a lot of here – those with limited English skills. 

And I want to find or create more opportunities for advanced education for all Master 

Gardeners.  Several Master Gardeners have expressed an 

interest in playing leadership roles in these new activities, 

and I’m really looking forward to working in small 

teams. If you have ideas about how you’d like to improve 

the program, reach a new audience, or otherwise do 

something a little bit better, please contact me and share 

them. 

Thanks for the 11,494 hours you served in 2012. I look 

forward to working with all of you in 2013! 

Erika Johnson 

mailto:jenifer.naas@clark.wa.gov
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Clark County Master Gardener Foundation meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month except for 

July, August, and January. The meetings are held at CASEE Center, Room 202/205, 11104 NE 149th 

Street, Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

Our First meeting for 2013 will be Tuesday, February 5th, 2013, at 7:00 pm 

Program: Mason Bees. Do you have fruit trees and no fruit? Come join us for a practical 

discussion about the “Bees and the Trees” with Mark Hallenbeck, a local Mason Bee breeder and supplier. 

FREE to the public and members. No registration required 

Mark Hallenbeck developed an interest in bee keeping nearly thirty years ago as a young college student in 

central California working with honey and alfalfa bees during the summer months. After finishing school, 

his career eventually brought him to Clark County where he and his family have lived and worked for 20+ 

years. Mark breeds Mason Bees for pollinating gardens and orchards in the northwest and enjoys sharing 

his knowledge with others. Following the discussion, Mark will have discounted Starter Kits and supplies 

for purchase. 

March 5 Program: “The Bugs that Ate Vancouver”. Todd Murray will talk about the recently introduced 

bugs that are devouring garden plants and teach you to recognize the ones we don’t have yet. 

April 2– Michele Bloomquist – Heisen House Vineyard – Wine in Clark County  

May 7– Chad Harris – Mt. Pleasant Iris – “The Water Loving Irises of Asia” 

June 4– Emelie McKain – Clark County Environmental Services, Vegetation Management Americorps – 

Invasive Plants 

2nd Tuesday in July 9– "Volunteer Appreciation Annual Picnic" with drawing for Quilt . 

August – no meeting  

September 3– Nancy Chennault – The Gardens @ South Bend – Evaluation and Trial Gardens  

Fall meetings: October 1, November 5 and December 3, speakers to be determined. 

Team Help Needed to find speakers for meetings, do promotion of the meetings and greet & set 

up the speakers for each meeting. Sharon Kitashima is the chairperson for this group and would 

greatly appreciate help in promoting our meetings and their educational presentations. Contact her 

at snokit@msn.com 

Meeting Information  for the Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County 

Master Gardener Foundation of Clark County Nursery Discounts for 2013 
For Foundation members: 
Birds English Garden Nursery 20%    Eastfork Nursery 10% 

Enchanted Gardens 10%     Soil Builders 10% 

Halfmoon Farms 10%  at Spring & Fall Shows  

Hidden Gardens 15%      Killdeer Farms 10% 

Lee Ann’s Greenhouse 10% 

Rain or Shine 10%      Sebright Nursery 10% 

Shadylane Nursery 15% 

Shaman Garden 10%      Shoestring Valley Nursery 10% 

Shorty’s Nursery 10 %     Silver Star Vinery 10% 

Three Sisters Nursery 10% (Plants & Trees ONLY)  Yard n Garden 10% 
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Did you know that every January your Master 
Gardener Foundation Board convenes to pro-

duce an operating budget for the year?  Or 

that they consider and act on Grant Requests 

submitted from our community?  Ever 

wonder what happens to the money we 

raise for our Foundation? 

Each year the Master Gardener Program, 

schools, community gardens, various youth 

organizations, and many others, ask our 
Foundation to provide monetary support for 

their specific needs.  Before any request is 

approved, the Board determines first, if the 

specific request meets our Mission State-

ment, which is to promote horticultural practices in Clark County through education, programs, and experi-

ences which preserve or enhance our environment. 
Additionally, your Foundation makes a significant contribution each year in support of the Master Gardener Coordi-

nator position, the Clark County Master Gardener Endowment, and Master Gardener training scholarships.  

We are only able to meet the needs of our community and of our Clark County Master Gardener Program because of 

the year round hard work put toward our fundraising projects.  It is through the efforts of our Foundation member-
ship and Master Gardeners who work tirelessly and unselfishly to make our organization as vibrant and successful as 

it is.   Thank you! 

And, if you’re interested in learning more about the operation of our Foundation, you are most welcome to attend our 
monthly board meetings held the first Tuesday of every month at 0900 in the Heritage Farm conference room.   We 

also welcome you to consider volunteering for a Board position.  We typically elect three new members each year in 

October for the upcoming calendar year.   Submitted by Fran Hammond 

Master Gardener Foundation Board of Clark County At Work 

Rainy Day Gardener’s Book Review  –  by Elizabeth Ladd 

Anne Lovejoy’s Organic Garden Design School 

By Anne Lovejoy - 2001 Rodale Organic Gardening Books 

If any of you are looking for ideas for a new garden, or how to deal 

with your old garden problems, I found this book very helpful.  

Anne Lovejoy lives near Seattle, so many of the photos and plant 

ideas are very relevant to our area.  My personal taste is a little wild 
and naturalistic, and this fits exactly what I want to do in my yard.  

The author does a very nice job of breaking the design process into 

digestible, workable sections.  And I appreciated her approach to 
various problems we all face – existing structures, driveways, bad 

soil, etc. – without assuming we all have an infinite budget. 

I checked this out from the Vancouver Library System, but also verified it is still available in print through Amazon. 

Emergency!  This is a plea for cuttings and houseplants to replace those 

we lost in Greenhouse #6.  Please put this out in your emails, contacts, publi-

cations, etc. to Master Gardeners. We will need to get them started right 

away to have them ready for our sale in May. Right now we are willing to 

take any kind of house plant (well - those that are alive anyway) because we 

are not sure how much we have lost completely.   Thank you   Wanda 
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Each calendar year your Master Gardener Foundation Board of Clark County (MGFCC) holds elections to fill up-

coming annual position vacancies.   We typically recruit for three expiring Board positions and 2012 was no excep-

tion.  We held our election in conjunction with our Annual Meeting in October.  Nancy Funk was reelected to the 

Board and we had two outgoing members, Libby Adcock and Ken Pellens.  Additionally, Karen Palmer, who has 

been the Board Executive Administrator decided to leave her position, and she was 

replaced by Judy Chamberlain. Right Photo: Judy (left person) and her Green Team.  

Members who step up to take on additional responsibilities in support of our organi-

zation typically do so quietly without wanting to call attention to themselves.  How-

ever, we want to tell you a little about them and the contribution they have made to 

the Foundation and express our deep appreciation for their service. 

Nancy, Ken, Libby and Karen represent some of the best leadership of our Founda-

tion.  They have selflessly given of their time and talents to make our organization as 

successful and vibrant as it is today and we owe them an enormous debt of gratitude. 

Left Photo: Nancy Funk describing grafted tomatoes to the team. 

For the last three years, and in some cases it has been six years or even 

longer, these board members have set aside the first Tuesday, eleven 

months of the year, to do the business of our organization.  As board mem-

bers we may not, nor should we, always agree on everything.  We are able 

to “rise above” our differences and build consensus.  The reason we are 

able to do this is that we recognize that we must never forget why we are 

elected to serve, which is to meet the needs of our Foundation and these 

folks exemplify that spirit.  

Libby Adcock has served on the Founda-

tion Board for four years, two of which 

have been in the position of treasurer. Photo on the right of Libby and Peg in the 

new greenhouse.  In this capacity, Libby has performed professionally and has been 

fanatical about reminding the Board of their duties to preserve and protect the 

Foundation’s coffers.  She insists that we scrutinize and question the financial re-

ports she produces every month.  Behind the scene, she is in receipt of all monies, 

which require her to make frequent trips to the bank to be deposited into our ac-

count.  It has been her responsibility to pay the expenses that have been authorized 

by the Board, and question any expense that appears unauthorized.  She keeps me-

ticulous records, which are used in the yearly audit we are required to have con-

ducted and each year she challenges the audit committee to see if they can uncover any irregularity.  She has been a 

regular contributor to discussions surrounding board issues, and is never shy about voicing a well thought out obser-

vation or position on any issue when she feels it is necessary.  She is truly 

a champion of our Foundation and we have been lucky indeed for her de-

votion, commitment, and talents as part of the Foundation board. 

Ken has served 2 three-year terms on the board.  Ken is one of our best 

Foundation  ambassadors.  Every year you will find him cheerfully work-

ing to set up the classroom for our annual Master Gardener training class.  

It is Ken’s way of welcoming our new Master Gardeners and getting to 

know them.  It also allows him an opportunity  to tell them about our 

Foundation in order to encourage new memberships. 

A Bushel of Gratitude...Volunteers Make Our Mission GROW by Fran Hammond 
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Ken has been our perennial idea guy on the board.  He was instrumental for 

instance, in obtaining our contract with Washington State Department of 

Transportation, under which they pay the Foundation to provide plant material, 

design, labor and maintenance of the beautiful Washington State sign on High-

way 5 near the Fourth Plain off ramp. 

Left Photo: Ken and Val celebrate in the new Greenhouse. 

We can always count on Ken to think “outside of the garden” so to speak, in 

order to promote the MGFCC.  Ken is also lucky enough to be married to Val 

Pellens.  We are also lucky that Ken is married to Val Pellens, because she is a 

professional quilter and for a number of years she has created and donated the 

gorgeous quilts we raffle each year.   

And then there’s Nancy Funk, who was reelected for another three-year term.   

A consummate competitor, Nancy appears to be heading toward a record, 

since she has now served as a board member for the last six years.  Nancy is the lynchpin that keeps the Foundation 

operating at the Heritage Farm.  It is through her untiring efforts over the years that has enabled us to not only remain 

at that location, but has made it possible for us to thrive and flourish.  She is a natural born leader and has been instru-

mental in developing and maintaining a positive relationship with the County who owns the Heritage Farm property.  

It is not an understatement to say that the financial success of the Foundation would not be possible without Nancy’s 

efforts.  She has the ability to work alongside our volunteers as a leader, mentor, coach, and teacher.  She, along with 

Julie Carlsen, has managed each year to “grow” our annual Mother’s Day plant sale, which last year grossed over 

$36,000.  (Remarkable for a two-day plant sale!)  This is an enormous year-round undertaking and every year it is 

more and more profitable. Our plant sale is the major annual fundraiser for our Foundation.  In her spare time Nancy 

has a leadership role at the Fort Vancouver Historical Garden.  We are truly fortunate to have “most of Nancy’s time” 

and her dedication to our organization. At our evening meeting in November we honored Karen Palmer who has 

been Executive Administrator of our Board for the last four years.  However, for those of you who were not at that 

meeting, we want to take this opportunity to again thank her for her commitment to the Foundation.  We cannot over-

state Karen’s contribution in keeping the Board running AND running smoothly.  Every year the Board has certain 

duties and functions for which they are responsible.  Working behind the scenes, one of Karen’s duties has been to 

maintain a calendar of action items and monitor the Board’s progress.  She is amazingly organized and flexible and 

has an incredible ability to seemingly think of everything necessary and important 

and makes it look easy, which has allowed the Board to function effectively.  She 

has truly been a critical part of our Foundation. 

Photo Left: Karen Palmer, leader of the Hottie Tottie plant group, filling soil 

trays at the Greenhouse. 

Several years ago we experienced the unexpected loss of her predecessor, and our 

friend, Marianne Gustafson, and tried running the board without this position.  Be-

lieve me, it was not a pretty picture.  Karen 

immediately volunteered her skills and tal-

ents and has made numerous improvements 

to the duties of this position.  She truly is one 

of our MGF heroes.  Many heartfelt thanks, Karen. 

Three cheers for our newly elected Board members, Sharon Kitashima and Jo-

seph Ziemba, and thank them for their willingness to serve our Foundation.  

Right: Sharon & the Green Team look for the right pots ► 

Submitted by Fran Hammond, thank you Fran!. 

A Bushel of Gratitude...Volunteers Make Our Mission Grow  continued 
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From Our Gardens to Our Kitchens: Recipes to Feed Our Families 

Winter Fruit Pie 

1 Pie Pastry 

Crumb topping: 

¾ cup all purpose flour 

¾ cup packed brown sugar 

¾ cup raw walnuts or pecans 

1 tsp vanilla 

¼ teaspoon salt 

6 Tablespoons (3 oz) unsalted butter, softened 

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 

Fruit Filling: 

1 cup dried figs (or cherries) 

½ c. rum (optional) 

4 small apples, peeled, cored, and sliced ¼ 

inch thick (12 oz prepped) 

4 pears, peeled, cored, and sliced ¼ inch thick (20 oz 

prepped) 

1 cup fresh or frozen cranberries 

½ cup sugar  (or less if you like tarter pies) 

Line a 9 or 10 inch springform pan with the pastry and sit in the fridge while making the rest of the pie.  (I used a 

springform pan, but I think a deep dish pie tin or even a cast iron skillet would work also.) 

To make the crumb topping, mix the flour, brown sugar, nuts, vanilla, and salt together in a food processor.  Pulse to 

combine.  Add the butter in a few lumps and pulse until you get a crumby texture.  Place in the fridge until you are 

ready for the topping. 

To make the fruit filling, remove the stem from each fig, then boil the figs in ½ c. water and ½ c. rum (or other favor-

ite dark spirit or all water) for 5 minutes.  Let cool, drain, and chop into quarters.  

Place the figs in a large bowl.   Add the apples, pears, and cranberries.  Mix the sugar and cornstarch together, then 

add to the fruit and toss to coat.  (Pears and apples vary so much in size, I found the weight very useful.  If you don’t 

have a kitchen scale, buy 1 pound apples and 1½  pounds of pears which ends up about the right amount prepped.) 

Put the filling in the prepared pie pastry and top with the crumb topping.  Bake in the lower 1/3 of the oven for 60 to 

75 minutes.  The juices should be bubbling throughout the pie when done.  Check occasionally during baking – if the 

top is getting brown, cover lightly with foil to finish baking. 

Cool to almost room temp before digging in. 

Credit:  This recipe is slightly modified from a recipe in Rustic Fruit Desserts by Cory Schreiber and Julie Richard-

son (of Baker and Spice in Portland, OR) submitted by Elizabeth Ladd  

Savory Rosemary Shortbread   From the December Foundation meeting   Best regards, Maggie Bates 

2 cups unbleached flour  2 teaspoons of fresh rosemary finely chopped  3/4 c. powdered sugar 

3/4 tsp. salt  1/2 c. Parmigiano Reggiano cheese, finely grated 

2 sticks (1 c.) unsalted butter, room temperature 

1. In the bowl of food processor, pulse flour, sugar, rosemary, salt, and cheese until combined. 

2. Add butter and pulse just until dough holds together; the dough is just right when it hold together when squeezed 

with hands. 

3. Transfer dough to a work surface covered with a large sheet of plastic wrap. 4. Roll the dough into a log, about 

2.5 inches in diameter. 5. Wrap tightly in the plastic wrap, twisting the ends of the wrap closed. 

6. Place the dough log in the refrigerator until the dough is firm, about 1 hour. 

7. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. 

8. Line baking sheets with parchment paper or silicone mats. 

9. Slice dough into rounds 1/3 inch thick and place about 1 inch apart on the baking sheets 

10. Bake slices until the edges are just beginning to brown, about 12-14 minutes. 

11. Cool the rounds for about 5 minutes and then transfer to a wire rack to cool. 

12. Store in an airtight container at room temperature. 
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On behalf of Tigard, OR Garden Club (TGC) I want to thank you and your organization for shar-
ing some of your collection of seeds with us. I taught a class on seed starting for this group last 

February. I brought with me boxes of seeds (you gave me), seed starting paper pots and mulch.  

The project was a great success and rippled out into our community. I want to share with you 

some of the comments from our members: 
“I live in a neighborhood where everyone has large lots and big gardens.  I took seeds to our spring get together.  Two 

of my neighbors make large gardens to donate to our food bank in addition to their private family garden.  My grand-

children and I used the seeds in our garden together…planting and harvesting.” 

“I took a variety of seeds to Metzger Elementary (where my daughter works).  They were starting their first commu-

nity garden with the help of staff, parents, school kids and other volunteers.  The kids presented me with the ‘biggest 

zucchini’ from the garden as a thank you for all the seeds, they were so proud.”  (This school is located in a very 

needy area of Tigard Tualatin School District).  The garden was a success supplying many in this community with 

fresh produce.  “Thank you so much, so many choices of seeds made so many people happy.” 

“My 6 year old great granddaughter and I started sweet pea seeds indoors.  She enjoyed watching them first appear 

and we picked out an outdoor location to plant them.  There was a lovely array of colors and 

she enjoyed presenting bouquets. Thank you for the gift of seeds”  

“My husband really enjoyed planting seeds that he had never planted before.” 

“I used seeds in flower boxes on the patio, especially lettuces.” 

“I used several seeds of flowers and enjoyed the abundance in my garden. Thanks.” 

“I was able to share quite a lot of produce with lower income seniors:  Tomatoes, peppers, cab-

bage, parsley, basil, lettuces, beans, a variety of summer squashes, cucumbers and sweet pea 

flowers. These seniors wouldn’t have had the fresh produce due to it ‘costs too much’.” 

“TGC maintains an herb garden for the Tigard Senior Center.  We added lettuce in early spring.  The lettuce was har-

vested until August!  The chef said the addition of lettuce was a big hit (this kitchen supplements meals on wheels 

and serves lunch every day to seniors). Finally I took all the lettuce out and gave it to my goats!”   

Sincerely, Carol Tracy  Tigard Garden Club member/educator, Oregon Master Gardener 

A Gift of Seeds to Share:  To Nancy Funk, Notes of Thanks 

I would like to invite you and other members of the MGF to tour our properties. I host these 

tours quarterly with the next on January 22, 2013 at 3:00pm. Details about this tour and up-

coming tours can be found on the Second Step Housing website. 

I am looking forward to another year of working with the MGF of Clark County. 

Martha Brett, Landscape Maintenance & Mentor Coordinator 

I wanted to send you a note to let you know how grateful the people involved with Second 

Step Housing/Women Helping Women – Yards and Gardens are with the help we receive 

each year from the Master Gardener Foundation and to express my personal gratitude for your 

continued support of our program.  I know that much of the work that we do in the gardens 

would not be possible without your help. 
It was gratifying to see that Second Step Housing was featured on the TV show, Garden 

Time, this summer. That was really exciting and was a great showcase for the gardens. The 

show can be seen again by going to www.gardentime.tv and looking for the August 25, 2012 
episode in the archives.  I am attaching copies of a couple of blogs that are on the Second 

Step Housing website www.secondstephousing.org these blogs feature the yards and gardens 

and the Women Helping Women program. 

http://www.gardentime.tv/
http://www.secondstephousing.org/
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