
Skagit County 4-H Leader’s Council Meeting Minutes                                             

 4-5-10, 2010                                                                                                       
WSU Skagit Extension                                                                                      
11768 Westar Lane Suite A                                                                        
Burlington, WA 98233 

  

Facilitation: Christy Lyon                               
Minutes: Shonna Ausbourne                                                                     
Officers Present: Dorothy Elsner and Becky McClellan              
WSU Advisor: William Freitas 

Attendance: Sharrie Nelson, Nihla Bradley, Mary Lou Rodman, Jean Swift, Kimberly Torheim, 
Tonya Torheim, Rebecca Swanson, Elisa Swanson, Patrick Swanson 

7:10pm Call to order 
  
*Minutes from previous meeting:  February’s  minutes were presented (there was no 
meeting in March so no minutes to present for that month). Dorothy Elsner moved to approve 
the minutes and Nihla Bradley second the motion. Minutes approved unopposed.  

*Treasure’s Report: Approved - $5,041.22 ending balance.                                                       
-Becky will be out of town next week so the check book will be at the extension office with 
William should anything come up. 
-Voted to transfer $2500 to our savings account to start collecting interest.  

-Public Presentation Report: 197 presenters with 9 no show/no call. 13 judges scheduled. 
For the no show/no calls it would be appreciated to communicate, as less judges would be 
needed and a make up time could be scheduled. Overall it went smooth. Thanks to the judges 
for volunteering, for all of the donations we were able to give to the churches and a HUGE 
thanks to Dorothy for organizing all the details!  

  
 Old Business: 
 
 2010 Fair:  
-There are a lot of rumors out there about fair and about 2011 fair. William reminds us all that 
what we hear is not necessarily what’s happening and says we all need to focus on making the 
2010 fair a wonderful experience and then we can worry about 2011 later. He did mention that 
as far as he has heard the 2011 fair is not even being discussed as of yet because all of the 
focus is on this year right now.  

-Passes: there is no information on this topic as of yet 

-Camping: We have been told to call in May to start arranging reservations. 



-Ribbons: Sharrie Nelson reported that it’s going pretty good. The open class ribbon orders are 
mostly done and things are moving along well. She said a budget should be ready to submit 
soon and ribbons should be available to superintendents to review hopefully within the next 2 
months. 

-4th Tuesday of the month is always the superintendent’s meeting. Jean Swift couldn’t stress 
enough how important it is that all supers attend these meetings and participate in the planning 
and communication for this year’s fair. 

-Where premium money comes from was discussed and as far as we know the money for 
premiums comes from the state and is an entirely different budget than the fairground’s 
operations budget.    

-William says the new fair administration has a ton of ideas and is very open to hearing our 
ideas. So advises everyone to give them a fair chance and to make sure to participate in the 
planning and sharing of ideas.                                                                                                          
-Bret Lunsford’s email address is: BretL@co.skagit.wa.us if you should have any other fair 
questions. 
 

KYG: Kids were present and reported they had a great trip on Lobbying. General consensus 
was 12 kids went, they had a great time, learned a lot, and thanked Leader’s Council for the 
financial support in their trip (a beautiful thank you card was presented as well) 

An article was in the Skagit Valley Herald about KYG on April 4th and they brought a copy to 
show us all.  

 New Business: 
 Relay for Life: Dorothy reported her club’s community service project is relay for life. They 
want to take part to do something “Bigger than their project to give back to the community.” 
They would like to invite anyone, 4H or not, interested in participating to join their team. The 
team name is Skagit County Horse 4-H.This is a great opportunity for the County’s kids to get 
to know each other and give back to the community. Luminarias will be made to honor 
Amanda.  The date of the event is June 5th and 6th at Burlington High School’s track. Any further 
questions can be sent to Dorothy  
  
Reporting Volunteer Hours:                                                                                                 
-EVERY WSU volunteer MUST report their hours (which is all being done online now.) 4H 
receives funding from the state based on these hours. It is so important to show the Legislature 
how much 4H means to our community. William reminded us all that some programs may not 
receive future funding and or might be closed down if hours are not submitted to support the 
program. 

-William provided a handout and a brief demonstration on how to submit these hours online. 

If needed you can go to the extension office to submit your hours online.  



If you have questions please contact William.  
County Report:  

-Michael Wallace (from Whatcom County) and William will be providing a training which is great 
for people who work with youth. This is a “Team Facilitation Training.” The cost is $150 
(scholarships may be available if needed) this fee does include a text book. The training is 
scheduled to take place on 4-30 to May 2nd. Information was sent out on the list serve with full 
details.  

-There is no longer a formal newsletter as it just takes too much time and resources to put 
together. What we have now if a new way of utilizing our County Website. www.wsu.edu/4H 
information can now be found under County News which is also where our Leader’s Council 
Minutes will be shared as well.  William would like to add Club News and invites all leaders to 
submit events or happenings in their club. Please feel free to email William with these 
submissions. 

-Reminded us of the Museum of Flight Sleepover- further info was provided via the list serve. 

-Reminded us of a photo of birds contest. Entry deadline is 8-1-10 We’ve had winners from our 
County so participation is definitely encouraged by anyone interested. 
 

Adjourn at 8:45pm 

  

 


