Container Gardening


Container gardening is one of the most rewarding types of gardening.  You can mix and match containers, and this does not necessarily mean using the standard commercial clay, plastic or wooden containers.  You can literally let your imagination run wild.  There was a delightful miniature garden planted into the seat of an old wooden chair.  A visit to your favorite second hand store with your imagination in tow can result in many interesting ideas. Just remember that whatever container you choose must be able to drain properly.  Sometimes this will require holes to be drilled in the container.  You can place and/or move these “miniature gardens” around as your whims, the weather and light conditions dictate.


The most important thing to remember about container gardens is that they are totally dependent on you for all their needs, much like your pets.  They are dependent on you for the proper growing medium, nutrients (fertilizer), light conditions and most important moisture.  It is very important to remember that a good rain shower, which might suffice for your regular flower beds, garden or lawn, is never enough water for a container garden.


As our mid summer season is approaching, it may be time to give a little extra care to your containers:


To encourage continuous blooming, it is necessary to remove old spent blossoms on many varieties.  This process called “dead heading” is actually beneficial to all plants, but is very necessary on annual varieties as the plant flowers in preparation to set seed which is the last act of its life span.  Fuchsias and pansies respond well to dead heading.  Regular fertilizing will help blossom development. Trim back plants that have gotten a bit leggy. They will thank you by putting out new growth at the base of the plant.


This is also a good time to take a good look and see if some of your creations are getting a bit too crowded.  Over crowding will keep the individual plants from doing their best and can also create a window of opportunity for pests.  Taking one or two plants (carefully) from a container and placing them in another not only helps the original, but gives you another garden to enjoy.


And last but not least, the dreaded pest.  The first thing to keep in mind is that there are far more beneficial insects than there are destructive.  Probably the two most common container garden pests are the aphid and the white fly.  Both can be managed (not eradicated) by a number of simple methods.  Aphids will disappear quite nicely with a good cold firm spray of cold water, and this treatment can be repeated as often as necessary.  They can also be hand picked from the plants and destroyed.  Whiteflies, like aphids, do not like to be wet down. In the case of whiteflies, a bit of dishwashing detergent added to the water is even a bigger deterrent.  Another method that seems to work quite well on the whitefly is a hand-held rechargeable vacuum cleaner.  Hold the vacuum in one hand and move it lightly over the tops of your plants.  Take care to support the foliage with your free hand, so as not to damage the leaves.  One word of caution: when using this method the vacuum will stun the insects, but probably not kill them, so open the vacuum away from the plants and dump then into soapy water.


As with all things of the garden, have fun and enjoy the results of your imagination and your labor.

