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Abstract

Skagit County is home to over 15,000 Hispanic residents. This population includes the majority of agricultural workers in the
Skagit County. Very few of the agricultural workers in Skagit County have an understanding of the Worker Protection Standard
(WPS) created by the United State Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) designed to protect employees on farms, forests,
nurseries and greenhouses from occupational exposures to agricultural pesticides, and therefore have the potential to cause
harm to themselves or other workers. Workshops were needed to educate the farm worker populations in Skagit County about
the WPS to keep workers from safe from unnecessary pesticide exposure. Since implementing this educational curriculum,
Skagit County has not had any agricultural worker protection standard violations. Through this training employees in Skagit
County have become educated enough to know the standards that employers and employees must follow regarding pesticide
use. This information has helped Skagit County become a model for agricultural safety and environmental compliance In
Washington State.

In which of the following
establishment does WPS apply?

| Percent
Gardening / En jardineria 18%

In nurseries and greenhouses / En 2304,
viveros e invernaderos (c)

In packing houses / En empaques 0%

I’m not sure / No estoy seguro 9%

Totals / Total 100%

Responses / Requestas

Count
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Total of 27 participants |\/|iX & Load 32% 73% +41%
English & Spanish
WPS | 45%|  64% |  +19%
61%
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How often should you change the

respirator cartridges? Responses / Requestas

Group Scores

Percent Count

When prompted by tag / Cuanda lo 30%

iIndique la etiqueta
Every 24 hours / Cada 24 horas 30%

When directed by the

manufacturer or at the end of the

day / Cuando lo indique le 25% 5
fabricante o al final de la jomada

(c)

I'm not sure / No estoy seguro
Totals / Total 100%
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any agricultural worker protection standard
violations. Through this training employees in
Skagit County have become educated to know
the standards that employers and employees
must follow regarding safe pesticide use. This
Information has helped Skagit County become a
model for agricultural safety and environmental
compliance in Washington State.




