
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 December 15, 2017 
Congratulations all around 
Master Gardner for 2018 — Diana Sparby 

Master Gardener of the Month for November — John Skans 

Master Gardener of the Month for December — Evon Masteller 

Newly elected and continuing Foundation officers for 2018 
President — Kitty Lundeen-Ness 
President-elect — [position open] 
Vice-president — Nancy Dillon 
Secretary — Dorothy Skans 
Treasurer — Diana Sparby 
State Foundation Representative — Jack Smith 
State Foundation Alternate — Christy Rowe 
Director-at-large — Pat Carpenter 
Director-at-large — Janet Mutter 

Whew! 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

What a fun holiday luncheon we had this past Monday! Thanks to Dorothy 
Skans and Mary Dessel for the lovely decorations. The food and company were 
outstanding, not to mention the fun shopping! We have such talented mem-
bers. The Backpack Program’s coffers are a little fuller ($623) thanks to your 
generosity in bringing and buying items. Giving is what this season is all about. 

You have all been very good this year, so your stockings should be full come 
Christmas. And if you do get coal in your stocking, I hope it is bio-char! Wishing 
you all a very merry Christmas and holiday season. Enjoy your time…you all 
deserve it! 

Until next year. 

[Editor’s note: Jeannine will be taking a well deserved break after Tuesday and 
will be back on January 2.] 

BTW: Still time to “re-up” 
For those who did not turn their 2018 application forms in at the Foundation 
meeting on Monday, they are available on the Mason County Master Gardener 
website and at the office. Please turn in to Jeannine by January 8.  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 9 am to 3 pm 

Tuesday, 9 am to 3 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 4,520 hours from 41 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Dec 25 ------ Christmas Day, office closed (duh!) 

Jan 1 -------- New Year’s Day, office closed (ditto!) 

Jan 4 -------- Executive Board Meeting, 10 am, 

Extension Office 

Jan 4 -------- Plant Sale Meeting, 1 pm, Memorial Hall 

Jan 8 -------- Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton 

Timberland Library 

Jan 8 -------- Greenhouse Committee Meeting, Noon, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 12 ------ MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building— IPM (Dr. Catherine 
Daniels, WSU), Entomology (Mary Dessel), 
Slugs (Cori Carlton) 

Jan 20 ------ Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, 

Public Works Building 

Jan 22 ------ MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 

360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 

Secretary/Publicity—Dorothy Skans 

360.462.6088, dskans@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale 

Pat Carpenter, 360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
Kitty Lundeen-Ness, 360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 
Christy Rowe, 206.713.4119, carowe@hcc.net 

MG Clinic Signup—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
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Plant Sale update 
Garden Store wish list 
Keep an eye out for birdhouses, fake flowers (regardless of condition or color), 
planters (clay or otherwise), candle holders, canning jars, and anything else 
anyone doesn’t want, basically. You’d be amazed at what can be turned into 
salable art! Let Connie Zellwegger know (zell.connie@yahoo.com)—she’ll even 
come and pick up. If you would like to fill those cold winter hours in the house, 
see some creative diy ideas at right and attached to this issue of Friday Fresh.  

Volunteers reminder 
It’s never too soon to volunteer for next year’s Plant Sale. Let Nancy Dillon 
(nancydillon235@gmail.com) know if you can work as a “tally-er.” There will be 
descriptions of the various volunteer positions in upcoming issues of Friday 
Fresh. Since this is the fundraiser that keeps us in operation, the committee is 
hoping for 100% participation from all Foundation members so now’s the time 
to start thinking about ways you would like to contribute. 

WSU creamery courses 
WSU is offering “basic-plus cheese making short course,” “advanced cheese 
making short course,” and “pasteurization workshop” in 2018. See the flyer 
following this Friday Fresh.  

Bugs in the Christmas tree 
We still have people coming into the WSU office with questions, especially about 
insects in the house. Pat Grover sent me this article that talks about insects on 
Christmas trees, but also has a slide show “Yikes, Meet the Bugs in Your 
House.” Thought this might be of interest to all the MGs. —Pat Carpenter 

https://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/news/20171206/bugs-in-the-christmas-tree-
shake-relax-decorate 

Sam Minturn’s Christmas tree farm in Hilmar, CA, sits next to an alfalfa field. 
One recent holiday season, the ladybugs from the field decided his trees were 
the perfect warm place to spend the winter. 

“We went out and put a ribbon on every tree that had ladybugs” to alert 
customers, he says. After he donated a tree to a local church, “some ladybugs 
came out during the sermon,” says Minturn, the executive director of the 
California Christmas Tree Association. 

He tells the story to illustrate that yes, your Christmas tree may indeed have 
hitchhiking bugs. 

Bugs in Christmas trees have become this year’s holiday buzz, after an organic 
pest control products company issued a news release that said a single tree 
could have 25,000 bugs. 

Really? Did someone actually count those bugs and do a scientific study? 

When we asked entomologists for their take, the consensus was: Inspect the 
tree, shake it, relax, and enjoy it. Maybe get out the vacuum. 

[Click on the link above to see the remainder of this article.] 
Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Hypertufa concrete/wicker basket 

 
Garden signs 
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Dec 25 Christmas Day, office closed (duh!) 

Jan 1 New Year’s Day, office closed (ditto!) 

Jan 4 Executive Board Meeting, 10 am, Extension Office 

Jan 4 Plant Sale Meeting, 1 pm, Memorial Hall 

Jan 8 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 8 Greenhouse Committee Meeting, Noon, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 12 MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building— IPM (Dr. Catherine Daniels, WSU), Entomology (Mary Dessel), 
Slugs (Cori Carlton) 

Jan 20 Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, Public Works Building 

Jan 22 MG Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

 

Through the Garden Gate 
Location: Public Works facility, 100 W Public Works Drive (at the corner of US 101 and SR 102/ W Dayton Airport Road) 
Time: 9 am to noon 
Cost: $5 (Jan 20, Feb 3, Mar 3, Mar 17, Mar 31) and $20 (Feb 10—for those planning to build a Bug Hotel) 

Jan 20 (1) Extend your growing season by building inexpensive cold frames, hot frames, and hoop greenhouses.  
(2) Discover how to utilize your greenhouse through all of the seasons.  
(3) Learn how to build a simple hydroponics system for vegetable gardening. 

Feb 3 (1) Best growing and pruning strategies for blueberries.  
(2) Best growing, pruning, and trellising strategies for kiwi, raspberries, and grapes. 

Feb 10 (1) Attracting pollinators to your home garden.  
(2) Hands on activity: Build a “Bug Hotel” to encourage beneficial insects to your garden. 

Mar 3 (1) Benefits of using native plants in home landscaping.  
(2) Growing ornamental grasses in your home landscape.  
(3) Attracting native birds through landscaping. 

Mar 17 (1) Vegetable Gardening: 101.  
(2) Enjoying a bountiful harvest through succession planting.  
(3) Growing and caring for rhododendrons in the Pacific Northwest garden. 

Mar 31 (1) Effective use of fertilizer in the home garden.  
(2) Learn basic composting skills.  
(3) Landscaping for 4 seasons of interest and garden function. 



 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

from Pinterest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

2018 WSU Creamery Events 

 

For more information and online registration please visit 
our website:   

http://creamery.wsu.edu/about‐us/upcoming‐events/ 
 

Basic-Plus Cheese Making Short Course  
January 30 – February 1, 2018 

Mount Vernon, Washington 
 

32nd Advanced Cheese Making Short Course  
March 6-8, 2018 

Pullman, Washington 
 

Pasteurization Workshop  
April 10-12, 2018 

Pullman, Washington 
 
If you require registration assistance, please contact Cathy Blood, blood@wsu.edu or 509-335-2845. 
If you have questions about content, please contact John Haugen, jfhaugen@wsu.edu or 509-335-5737. 
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