
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 December 8, 2017 

Annual MG Foundation celebration Monday 

As the year winds down 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

As we wind down the Foundation year, let me express my deep gratitude to the 
current year board members. They do so much for the program and the 
organization. Without them, we would have neither! Thanks to Lou Schmidt for 
her tremendous attitude and willingness to do anything asked of her. Lou is 
retiring from the board this year. I look forward to working with the new board 
in the coming year and doing wonderful things! Being a board member is a 
rewarding way to participate as a Master Gardener and have a say in how things 
operate. Remember, that any Foundation member can attend a board meeting 
and provide input. You can also provide input at any time to me or any board 
member! 

The anticipation is building for Monday’s holiday meeting and potluck! During 
my meeting report, the first person to raise their hand and tell me their favorite 
Christmas movie will win a prize! 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who came out to help with the office cleanup! 
Please let me know on Monday if you are able to help finish up with the 
cleanup. 

BTW: Time to “re-up” 
2018 MG reapplication forms are now available on the Mason County Master 
Gardener website! They will also be available at the Foundation meeting on 

Monday or in the office. 

New to calendar 
Plant Sale Perennial Order meeting 
contact: Jack Smith, jmksmith@hcc.net 

The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Dec 13, 10 am, at the WSU Extension 
Office. Anyone interested in the perennial order is welcome to attend. 
Perennial potting 
contact: Doris Zacher, zacherd1@msn.com 

Thursday, Dec 14, 10 am (see article on next page)  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 9 am to 2 pm 

Thursday, 8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 4,375 hours from 39 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Dec 11 ------ MGFMC Foundation meeting—Holiday 

Potluck/Craft Fair, 10 am until done, PUD 3 

Dec 13 ------ Plant Sale Perennial Order meeting, 

10 am, Extension Office 

Dec 14 ------ Perennial potting, 10 am to noon, Doris 

Zacher’s (see page 2 for details) 

Jan 4 -------- Executive Board Meeting, 10 am, 

Extension Office 

Jan 4 -------- Plant Sale Meeting, 1 pm, Memorial Hall 

Jan 8 -------- Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton 

Timberland Library 

Jan 12 ------ MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building— IPM (Dr. Catherine 
Daniels, WSU), Entomology (Mary Dessel), 
Slugs (Cori Carlton) 

Jan 20 ------ Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, 

Public Works Building 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale 

Pat Carpenter, 360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
Kitty Lundeen-Ness, 360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 
Christy Rowe, 206.713.4119, carowe@hcc.net 

2018 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

Publicity—Dorothy Skans 

360.462.6088, dskans@gmail.com 
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Another perennial planting event 
by Doris Zacher 

It is that time of year we can go through our gardens looking for perennials to 
dig and divide to sell at the annual plant sale. We will follow the same method 
that we did last year, which I will outline again for new and “old” Master 
Gardeners. 

I will store potted perennials at my house and will have garden soil and pots 
available. You may also keep them at your house if you have room—no need for 
double handling! If you need soil, you may bring a container and take home pots 
and soil. Or, you may dig up your plants and bring them to my greenhouse to 
plant and store. 

For this Thursday, I have plenty of strawberries and raspberries that need to be 
dug, trimmed, and re-potted and you may bring plants from home. For those 
keeping perennials at your homes, please let me know what and about how 
many you have. This is only for our benefit of saying—I think we have enough of 
this or we really need more of that. The time for final counting and inventory 
will happen closer to the plant sale. 

One note: We are focusing on higher-end perennials. Day Lilies, unless of unique 
type or color, are not in high demand. Croscosmia bulbs can be dug and saved; 
this year we are going to sell the bulbs but not replant them. We also likely have 
enough raspberries already, but may take a few more nice plants. 

The planting will take place at my home at 290 E North Cove Road (on Spencer 
Lake) at 10 am on Thursday, Dec 14. 

Plant Sale update 
It’s never too soon to volunteer for next year’s Plant Sale. Let Nancy Dillon 
(nancydillon235@gmail.com) know if you can work as a “tally-er.” There will be 
descriptions of the various volunteer positions in upcoming issues of Friday 
Fresh. Since this is the fundraiser that keeps us in operation, the committee is 
hoping for 100% participation from all Foundation members so now’s the time 
to start thinking about ways you would like to contribute. 

WSU creamery courses 
WSU is offering “basic-plus cheese making short course,” “advanced cheese 
making short course,” and “pasteurization workshop” in 2018. See the flyer 
following this Friday Fresh.  

10 tips for surviving the holidays 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/life-without-anxiety/201212/10-tips-surviving-
the-holidays 

The holiday season can bring mixed emotions for many. For some, it’s their 
favorite time of year. For others, it brings feelings of sadness and loss. Seeing 
old friends and family members may be exciting or may bring up memories of 
disappointments. Here are some tips to “Beat the Holiday Blues”… 

[Click on the link above to see the remainder of this article.] 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

2016 Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair 
(to whet your appetite) 

mailto:nancydillon235@gmail.com
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Dec 11 MGFMC Foundation meeting—Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair, 10 am until done, PUD 3 

Dec 13 Plant Sale Perennial Order meeting, 10 am, Extension Office 

Dec 14 Perennial potting, 10 am to noon, Doris Zacher’s (see page 2 for details) 

Jan 4 Executive Board Meeting, 10 am, Extension Office 

Jan 4 Plant Sale Meeting, 1 pm, Memorial Hall 

Jan 8 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 12 MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—IPM (Dr. Catherine Daniels, WSU), Entomology (Mary Dessel), 
Slugs (Cori Carlton) 

Jan 20 Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, Public Works Building 

 

Through the Garden Gate 
Location: Public Works facility, 100 W Public Works Drive (at the corner of US 101 and SR 102/ W Dayton Airport Road) 
Time: 9 am to noon 
Cost: $5 (Jan 20, Feb 3, Mar 3, Mar 17, Mar 31) and $20 (Feb 10—for those planning to build a Bug Hotel) 

Jan 20 (1) Extend your growing season by building inexpensive cold frames, hot frames, and hoop greenhouses.  
(2) Discover how to utilize your greenhouse through all of the seasons.  
(3) Learn how to build a simple hydroponics system for vegetable gardening. 

Feb 3 (1) Best growing and pruning strategies for blueberries.  
(2) Best growing, pruning, and trellising strategies for kiwi, raspberries, and grapes. 

Feb 10 (1) Attracting pollinators to your home garden.  
(2) Hands on activity: Build a “Bug Hotel” to encourage beneficial insects to your garden. 

Mar 3 (1) Benefits of using native plants in home landscaping.  
(2) Growing ornamental grasses in your home landscape.  
(3) Attracting native birds through landscaping. 

Mar 17 (1) Vegetable Gardening: 101.  
(2) Enjoying a bountiful harvest through succession planting.  
(3) Growing and caring for rhododendrons in the Pacific Northwest garden. 

Mar 31 (1) Effective use of fertilizer in the home garden.  
(2) Learn basic composting skills.  
(3) Landscaping for 4 seasons of interest and garden function. 

 



 

 
 

2018 WSU Creamery Events 

 

For more information and online registration please visit 
our website:   

http://creamery.wsu.edu/about‐us/upcoming‐events/ 
 

Basic-Plus Cheese Making Short Course  
January 30 – February 1, 2018 

Mount Vernon, Washington 
 

32nd Advanced Cheese Making Short Course  
March 6-8, 2018 

Pullman, Washington 
 

Pasteurization Workshop  
April 10-12, 2018 

Pullman, Washington 
 
If you require registration assistance, please contact Cathy Blood, blood@wsu.edu or 509-335-2845. 
If you have questions about content, please contact John Haugen, jfhaugen@wsu.edu or 509-335-5737. 
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