
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 October 20, 2017 
Plenty of volunteer opportunities still available 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu  

As you all know, we will not be having clinic during the month of December but 
that doesn’t mean there isn’t a volunteer opportunity! We would like to clean 
up the office space and files and update the clinic procedures. To that end, I am 
looking for a few volunteers to help with this endeavor. Please let me know if 
you have a few hours available to help! It would most likely be on a Monday, 
but that is flexible. 

As this goes to print, the new training class is on a working field trip at Hope 
Island. The weather is cooperating just enough to let us go and do some fruit 
tree pruning. Yay! The next training session is on Friday, November 3, and the 
agenda includes a presentation on rain gardens by Eli Robinson, who is the 
Extension Water Quality Educator. We also have a presentation on native plants 
from the Mason County Conservation District. In the afternoon we will be 
heading out for a field trip to Kennedy Creek to view the salmon spawning. It 
should be a great day! 

Don’t forget to put your hours in the database. If you need more hours to hit 
your 25, check the calendar for volunteer opportunities or send me a note. Also, 
a reminder that attending the training sessions counts towards your 10 con-
tinuing education hours. 

Washington State shakes 
from Ross McDowell, Emergency Management Information Services for Mason County 
mcdowell@co.mason.wa.us; https://www.mil.wa.gov/uploads/pdf/emergency-
management/gettingreadyhome-english.pdf 

The Washington State Great ShakeOut was held Thursday, October 19, at 
10:19 am—this is the statewide earthquake drill. Here is some additional 
information about preparing your family and home for an earthquake. 

We have changed the quantity of emergency supplies needed from 3 days to 
2 weeks. Planning ahead can reduce your anxiety following a disaster. One of 
the most important concepts in developing a family emergency preparedness 
plan is communication. Every member of the family needs to be involved so that 
when disaster strikes, everyone will know what to do. How well you manage the 
aftermath of disaster depends a great deal on your level of preparedness when 
disaster strikes. Please use the link above to take a look at some easy steps to 
prepare your home and family for emergencies.  

  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Wednesday, 10 am to 2 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 3,514 hours from 34 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Oct 20 ------ MG Basic Training, meet at the Arcadia 

Boat Launch by 9:30 am—Hope Island Pruning 
Field Trip 

Oct 21 ------ Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden 

Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst 

Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care (Nancy Dillon) 

(moved to Oct 29 due to “big storm”) 

Oct 23 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Bonnie Day 

Oct 28 ------ Annual Pumpkin Sale, 9 am, Brilliant 

Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 29 ------ Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden 

Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst 

Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care (Nancy Dillon) 

Oct 30 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Carol Acocks, Karen G 

Nov 2 ------- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, 

Memorial Hall 

Nov 3 ------- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native 
Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 ------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Nov 6 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 ----- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Nov 13 ----- Education Committee meeting, 12:30 to 

2 pm, Extension Office 

Nov 13 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 20 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 27 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby 

Nov 17 ----- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; 
class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 

Dec 11 ------ Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair 
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Catalyst harvest day news 
by Bonnie Day 

As I am writing this Tuesday, I am looking out at a beautiful, sunny, blue sky 
afternoon. Not so true when we all got to the garden in the morning to pick the 
last harvest of the season. It was raining and it was blowing and other than a 
few comments about the rain running down our necks, everyone got to work to 
harvest. For the last pick of the 2017 season, we took 104.5 pounds of acorn 
squash, kale, and some peppers from Nancy’s garden to the food bank. It really 
seems as if we just started planting the garden, so we ended the day with a hot 
cup of coffee and some bitter/sweet feelings. For those of you who are thinking 
of working at the garden next year, you need to know that we all end this 
season having a real sense of accomplishment and satisfaction in providing over 
2,300 pounds of fresh vegetables to the food bank this year. In addition, as we 
all know, a garden is good for your body and your soul. Having the opportunity 
to work and laugh with other gardeners who have a true commitment and a 
love for Catalyst goes a long way to ease our sore backs and knees. The Catalyst 
Steering Committee will be meeting in November to review our harvest 
numbers from this year and to make decisions about what varieties of 
vegetables we will be growing in 2018. This meeting would be a great time for 
MG’s who would like to work at the garden next year to come and get involved 
in the planning. 

We ended the morning by laying cardboard down on some weedy rows and 
wheeling chips to cover the rows. We also cleaned out the last of the vegetable 
leavings and picked up hoses and generally did a good clean up. As you can 
(almost) see from the picture of the harvest crew, we now have a beautiful 
mural on the wall of our new shed thanks to Sherry Clemmens and Erika 
Stewart. All the pumpkins were picked and loaded into our truck. They have 
been dipped in bleach water and now are all over every surface in Collin’s shop 
awaiting our pumpkin sale on October 28. We have cancelled the work 
party/potluck on Saturday, October 21, and have it rescheduled for Sunday, 
October 28, due to what the forecasters are calling a “big storm” coming in this 
weekend. We still have a lot of work to get done to get the garden ready for 
winter. Come by and buy a pumpkin on the 28th and join us at Catalyst on the 
29th. Yea! it’s the last harvest of the 
season. Boo! it’s the last harvest of 
the season. 

2018 

nominations 
If you have any questions, want to 
volunteer for a position, or want to 
nominate someone else, contact Lou 
Schmidt, willilou@q.com, 
360.427.4258. 

Budgets 

are due Nov 3 
All submissions are due to Diana Sparby, dianamg13@comcast.net, no later 
than Friday, November 3.  

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

photos: Bonnie Day 

TOP: Erika Stewart directing traffic in the 
garden; CENTER: crew on the last day—
standing: Nancy Dillon, Sybil Jones, Sherry 
Clemmens, Erika Stewart, Kitty Lundeen-Ness, 
Jack Smith; kneeling: Collin Orr, Sharon B; 
BOTTOM: 100 pounds of acorn squash 

Check out or intrepid workers (Don Jones, Terry 
Conley, and Andrew Kinney) at Saturday’s cider 
press and potluck at the Kinney’s. Many gallons 
were pressed—a tasty fundraiser for Catalyst. 
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Oct 20 MG Basic Training, meet at the Arcadia Boat Launch by 9:30 am—Hope Island Pruning Field Trip 

Oct 21 Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care 
(Nancy Dillon) (moved to Oct 29 due to weather) 

Oct 23 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Bonnie Day 

Oct 28 Annual Pumpkin Sale, 9 am, Brilliant Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 29 Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care 

(Nancy Dillon) 

Oct 30 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Carol Acocks, Karen G 

Nov 2 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, Memorial Hall 

Nov 3 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Nov 6 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library (officer nominations presented) 

Nov 13 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 13 Education Committee meeting, 12:30 to 2 pm, Extension Office 

Nov 20 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 27 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby (note: last clinic until February 5) 

Nov 17 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 
(note: last session until Jan 12) 

Dec 4 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Dec 11 MGFMC Foundation Meeting (2018 elections)—Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair, PUD 3 

  



 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MGFMC Elected Officer Functions 

*Positions open for 2018 

President—One year term; Conducts Foundation and Board meetings, works closely with coordinator, meets with the 
WSU Mason County Extension Director on a regular basis, oversees activities and projects, oversees budget, and works 
with Board members and general membership as appropriate and needed to further mission, goals, and objectives. 

*President-Elect—One year term; Fills in for the President as needed, works closely with fundraising and education 
chairs, helps direct outreach projects, and assists President as needed. The President-Elect shall succeed to the office of 
President upon expiration of the President’s term of office. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the 
President-Elect shall serve as President for the remainder of that term and then for the term for which elected. 

*Vice-President—One year term; Oversees continuing education portion of meetings, oversees sunshine and welcome 
committee activities, oversees awards and recognition ceremonies and social functions, and oversees arrangements for 
meetings to include scheduling facilities. 

*Secretary—Two year term elected in odd years with term beginning in even years; attends and records Foundation and 
Board meetings, prepares and communicates minutes, maintains records for statutory periods of time at the County 
Extension Office, maintains email distribution list of members, prepares Foundation correspondence including notes of 
appreciation, substitutes for Treasurer as needed, and prepares final drafts of agendas and other documents. 

Treasurer—Two year term elected in even years with term beginning in odd years; keeps records of all financial 
transactions, submits federal and state filing requirements, serves on budget committee, supplies financial information 
and records as required, provides budget, revenue and expenditure reports, assists committee chairs with budget, and 
substitutes for Secretary when needed. 

State Foundation Representative—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Alternate; represents the local 
Foundation at State Foundation meetings and relays information between the two entities. 

*State Foundation Alternate—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Representative; fills in for the State 
Foundation Representative as needed. 

*Director at Large [two positions]—Two year term with one elected each year; brings membership views to the Board, 
helps gather information from members, maintains membership roster/directory, coordinates annual reapplication and 
follow-up process including conducting a mid-year canvas of inactive members to determine cause of inactivity, works 
with Publicity chair, organizes nominating committee and manages election process. 

 


