
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 October 13, 2017 
Meet the trainees 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu  

Friday the 13th is a lucky day. We now have 13 new Master Gardener trainees! 
Welcome to Kristin Butler, Dorothy Browder, Connie Capon, Tori Dulemba, Tess 
Fleener, Patricia Hymas, Mary Jones, Dee Ann Kline, Victoria Lauber, Dorothy 
Skans, Marie Swanson, Michael Swartz, and Cathy Villareal. We are so happy to 
have you starting the program. Coming soon, a picture of the class...as soon as I 
get a camera that works or a phone with a decent camera. 

This coming Friday we will be having class at Hope Island State Park, leaving the 
Arcadia Boat Launch at 9:30. If you would like to join the class, please drop me a 
note before Thursday. 

It is the time of year when shoulders may get tapped. If the nominating commit-
tee taps you, give it some thought. Being on the board is a very rewarding 
experience and helps to keep the program running. The board needs you and 
your fresh ideas. Don't be afraid to throw your name into the ring or accept the 
challenge if asked. 

 

 

2018 election of officers 
Following this Friday Fresh is the description of offices to be on the ballot for the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. If you have any questions, 
want to volunteer for a position, or want to nominate someone else, contact 
Lou Schmidt, willilou@q.com, 360.427.4258. Nominations will be announced at 
the November 13 Foundation meeting. 

  

Cider pressing at the Kinney’s this Sunday 

2 pm until the apples are pressed and we’re done eating and socializing 
6511 SE Arcadia Road 

Bring apples if you have them, containers for cider, and snacks or a potluck 
dish to share. We can also press grapes and pears (really ripe) if anyone has 
some they’d like to try. Sample hard cider as well as sweet. This is a minor 
fund raiser for Catalyst park, with a suggested donation of $5/ gallon. I’ve 
heard the Steilacoom cider pressing charges $15/gallon, so this is a steal-and 
a lot of fun! 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 8:30 to 10:30; noon to 2 

Friday, Trainee Class 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 3,441 hours from 34 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Oct 15 ------ Cider Press Potluck, 2 pm until done, 

Kinney residence (see announcement this page) 

Oct 16 ------ Education Committee meeting, noon, 

Extension Office 

Oct 16 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— Jinx Cromwell 

Oct 18 ------ Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 

3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 18 ------ Publicity Committee meeting, 9:30 am, 

Sugar Stop Cake Shop 

Oct 20 ------ MG Basic Training, meet at the Arcadia 

Boat Launch by 9:30 am—Hope Island Pruning 
Field Trip 

Oct 21 ------ Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden 

Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst 

Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care (Nancy Dillon) 

Oct 23 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Bonnie Day 

Oct 28 ------ Annual Pumpkin Sale, 9 am, Brilliant 

Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 30 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Carol Acocks, Karen G 

Nov 2 ------- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, 

Memorial Hall 

Nov 3 ------- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native 
Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 ------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Nov 6 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 ----- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Nov 13 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 20 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 27 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby 

Nov 17 ----- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; 
class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 

Dec 11 ------ Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
mailto:willilou@q.com
http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx
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Catalyst harvest day news 
by Bonnie Day 

We came to the garden on Tuesday with quite a few tasks that we wanted to 
get done before the rain moved in. This was going to be our second to last 
harvest and with the acorn squash, the last of the summer squash, carrots, 
lettuce, spinach, chard, parsnips, and peppers we made a delivery of 
110 pounds of vegetables to the food bank. We also wanted to get some soil 
moved to the Learning Garden for the new beds so Sherry Clemmens, Sharon B, 
Erika Stewart, and Kitty Lundeen-Ness started shoveling and wheeling dirt. 
Collin Orr and Jack Smith worked on putting up the 6-foot wire fencing around 
the Learning Garden and Brooke Fuller, Sybil Jones, and her daughter Sharon cut 
lettuce and spinach and pulled plants for the compost pile. Lisa Henderson 
pulled the last of our carrots and took on the job of washing vegetables, 
weighing them, and getting them ready to be transported. We had a very 
productive morning and ended all our hard work with a well earned coffee 
break at the picnic tables.  

Next Tuesday we will pick the last of the vegetables and get the garden ready 
for our “Put the Garden to Bed Work Day and Potluck.” The work day and 
potluck is scheduled for Saturday, October 21, starting 
at 10 a.m., at Catalyst Park. We can use all the help we 
can get that day as we will be cleaning out beds, moving 
compost onto all of the garden rows, weeding, and then 
covering the rows with straw. At noon we will all 
enjoying a great potluck lunch. This is a great day for the 
folks in the new MG class to come and be a part of the 
activities and everyone is invited.  

Also next Tuesday we will be harvesting all our pump-
kins so if you have any pumpkins in your garden that 
you would like to donate, this would be the day to bring 
them to Catalyst. The Great Annual Pumpkin Sale takes 
place on Saturday, October 28, in the parking lot in front of Brilliant Moon on 
Railroad. The pumpkin sale starts at 9 a.m. and goes until we are out of 
pumpkins (usually about 1 p.m.). 

Your budgets are due Nov 3 
by Diana Sparby, dianamg13@comcast.net 

All committees (plant sale, garden tour, TTGG, greenhouse, Catalyst, publicity, 
administration, etc.) need to finalize your budget submissions at your October 
meetings so the proposed budget can be presented to the Board and 
Foundation at the November meetings for review and revision. All submissions 
are due to me no later than Friday, November 3.  

  

photos: Bonnie Day 

Top: Lisa Henderson washing the parsnips; 
center: Sybil Jones, Sharon B, and Erika 
Stewart harvesting; bottom: coffee break 
time 

Erika Stewart and Sherry 
Clemmens refurbishing some 
benches for the Learning 
Garden. It’s polka dots! 

mailto:dianamg13@comcast.net
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The Apple Tree and the Farmer  
Once upon a time, there lived a farmer in a village, beside a forest. He had a big garden 
that had an old apple tree and other plants, trees and beautiful flowers. When the 
farmer was a little boy, he spent much of his time playing with the apple tree. Those 
days, the apple tree had given the choicest of apples to him. However, as time passed, 
the apple tree became old and stopped bearing fruits. 

Now that the farmer was not getting any apples from the tree, he decided that the tree 
was useless. Therefore, he decided to cut the tree and use its wood to make some new 
furniture. He felt that since the tree was old and huge, he did not have to cure it, and it 
would make great furniture. He forgot that as a boy, he had spent his entire childhood 
climbing the tree and eating its apples. 

Now the apple tree was home to several little animals in the neighborhood. This 
included squirrels, sparrows and a huge variety of birds and insects. When the farmer 
took his axe and began chopping the tree, all the little animals came rushing down. 

They all began to plead with the farmer. They gathered round the farmer and said, 
“Please don’t cut the tree. We used to play with you when you were small, under this 
very tree. This is our home and we have no other place to go”. 

The farmer was adamant. He raised his axe and the commotion grew. 

“Please don’t chop and destroy my home and kids,” cried the squirrel. 

“Please don’t chop and destroy my nest,” cried the little birds. 

“Please don’t cut the apple tree,” cried the grasshopper. 

The farmer, however, forgot his childhood and his animal friends. He began to chop the 
tree harder. All the little animals became desperate, and wanted to protect the apple 
tree at any cost. 

The little animals said, “We will sing for you when you are toiling away in the fields. We 
will look after your little boy. He will not cry, but instead will be entertained and happy. 
You will like our songs and will not feel tired.” 

However, their cries for help fell on deaf ears. Despite all their requests, the farmer 
continued to chop down the tree. 

All of a sudden, he noticed something shiny. On inspecting it, he realized that it was a 
beehive, full of honey. He took a little and put it in his mouth. The taste of the honey 
woke up the little boy in him. Suddenly, the memories of his childhood came rushing 
back. The honey tasted so good that he wanted more. It brought a sense of happiness to 
him. He smiled and exclaimed, “This tastes amazing.” 

Realizing the change in the farmer’s attitude, the little animals spoke in unison: The bee 
said, “I will always provide you with sweet honey.” The squirrel said, “I will share any 
amount of nuts that you want.” The birds cried, “We will sing as many songs as you 
want.” 

Finally, the farmer realized his folly, and put down his axe. He understood that the tree 
was home to many lovely animals that provided him with so many things. He wanted his 
little boy to have the childhood that he had. 

The farmer realized that the apple tree was not that fruitless. The little boy in him saved 
the apple tree. 

He threw away the axe and said to the little creatures, “I promise that I would never cut 
this tree. I have realized my mistake and you all can now live in peace and harmony.” 

The little creatures thanked the bee profusely. If the farmer had not found the beehive, 
they would have been homeless by now. They continued living happily in the old apple 
tree.  

Moral: Each and every living thing in nature is of some use: we should not destroy any 
living thing. 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Oct 28 ------ 2017 Fall Fruit Show of the Peninsula 

Fruit Club (a chapter of Western Cascade Fruit 
Society), 10 am to 4 pm, West Side Improvement 
Club, 4109 W E St, Bremerton (see Oct 6 Friday 
Fresh) 
 

 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale—TBD 

2018 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

State Convention handouts 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/handouts.html 

Grape-to-Glass Tour 
Master Gardeners as First Detectors 
Delightful Gardens in Dry Shadei 
What is Organic 
How to Make GMO 
Guide for Organic Crop Producers 
Botanical Print Making 
Botanical Print Making (large file) 
Weed Wars 
Gardening in Hard Times 
Hydrangeas 
Everyone Wants to Compost - 1 
Everyone Wants to Compost - 2 
Everyone Wants to Compost - 3 
Gardening for Life 
Checklist for You and Your Garden 
Cover Crops - 1 
Cover Crops - 2 
Cover Crops - 3 
The Good, Bad, and Why Bother 
Garden Zombies 
Hummingbird Plants 
Extending the Harvest 

mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
mailto:kinneyj548@comcast.net
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/handouts.html
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/grape-to-glass.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/1b-mgsfirstdetectors.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/2a-delightful-gardens-in-dry-shade.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/2b-what-is-organic.jpeg
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/2b-howtomakegmo.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/2b-guidefororganiccropproducers.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/2d-botanical-printing.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/botanicalprintingday2.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/3a-weed-wars.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/3b-hardtimesgarden.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4a-hydrangeas.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4b-everyonewantstocompost.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4b-everyone-wants-to-compost-2.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4b-everyone-wants-to-compost-3.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4c-suggested.readings.gardening.for.life.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/4c-checklist.for.you.and.your.garden.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/5b-covercrops-1.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/5b-covercrops-2.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/5b-covercrops-3.jpeg
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/6a-goodbadwhybother.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/6c-gardenzombies.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/8a-hummer_plants.pdf
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/assets/8b-extending-the-harvest.pdf


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Oct 15 Cider Press Potluck, 2 pm until done, Kinney residence 

Oct 16 Education Committee meeting, noon, Extension Office 

Oct 16 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Jinx Cromwell 

Oct 18 Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 18 Publicity Committee meeting, 9:30 am, Sugar Stop Cake Shop 

Oct 20 MG Basic Training, meet at the Arcadia Boat Launch by 9:30 am—Hope Island Pruning Field Trip 

Oct 21 Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden Cleanup, and Potluck, 10 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care 
(Nancy Dillon) 

Oct 23 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Bonnie Day 

Oct 28 Annual Pumpkin Sale, 9 am, Brilliant Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 30 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Carol Acocks, Karen G 

Nov 2 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, Memorial Hall 

Nov 3 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Nov 6 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library (officer nominations presented) 

Nov 13 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 20 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 27 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby (note: last clinic until February 5) 

Nov 17 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 

(note: last session until Jan 12) 

Dec 4 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Dec 11 MGFMC Foundation Meeting (2018 elections)—Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair, PUD 3 

  



 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MGFMC Elected Officer Functions 

*Positions open for 2018 

President—One year term; Conducts Foundation and Board meetings, works closely with coordinator, meets with the 
WSU Mason County Extension Director on a regular basis, oversees activities and projects, oversees budget, and works 
with Board members and general membership as appropriate and needed to further mission, goals, and objectives. 

*President-Elect—One year term; Fills in for the President as needed, works closely with fundraising and education 
chairs, helps direct outreach projects, and assists President as needed. The President-Elect shall succeed to the office of 
President upon expiration of the President’s term of office. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the 
President-Elect shall serve as President for the remainder of that term and then for the term for which elected. 

*Vice-President—One year term; Oversees continuing education portion of meetings, oversees sunshine and welcome 
committee activities, oversees awards and recognition ceremonies and social functions, and oversees arrangements for 
meetings to include scheduling facilities. 

*Secretary—Two year term elected in odd years with term beginning in even years; attends and records Foundation and 
Board meetings, prepares and communicates minutes, maintains records for statutory periods of time at the County 
Extension Office, maintains email distribution list of members, prepares Foundation correspondence including notes of 
appreciation, substitutes for Treasurer as needed, and prepares final drafts of agendas and other documents. 

Treasurer—Two year term elected in even years with term beginning in odd years; keeps records of all financial 
transactions, submits federal and state filing requirements, serves on budget committee, supplies financial information 
and records as required, provides budget, revenue and expenditure reports, assists committee chairs with budget, and 
substitutes for Secretary when needed. 

State Foundation Representative—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Alternate; represents the local 
Foundation at State Foundation meetings and relays information between the two entities. 

*State Foundation Alternate—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Representative; fills in for the State 
Foundation Representative as needed. 

*Director at Large [two positions]—Two year term with one elected each year; brings membership views to the Board, 
helps gather information from members, maintains membership roster/directory, coordinates annual reapplication and 
follow-up process including conducting a mid-year canvas of inactive members to determine cause of inactivity, works 
with Publicity chair, organizes nominating committee and manages election process. 

 


