
Mason County 4-H Council Meeting   May 9, 2017 

In attendance Krag Unsoeld, Michelle Ellis, Marilyn Brennan, Michelle Goldsby, Carrie Thompson, Alan 

Walker, Katie Gunter, Kay Gunter, Leanne Gunter, Kathy Fuller 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 

Agenda. Meeting agenda approved. Marilyn motioned, Carrie second. 

Minutes. There was no April meeting due to low attendance. March minutes were read by Michelle E. 

Minutes approved with corrections. Marilyn approved, Krag second. Kathy will make corrections and 

post on website. 

Treasurer Report. Fall Clover Days brought in $1,167.21, the second highest amount we have received 

from this event. Total in all accounts is $76,547.28. 

Committee Reports: 

• Horse. Katie reported things are going well with Horse Camp planning. Participation in Hairy 

Horse shows. 

• Robotics. Alan reported there were shouts and tears of joy when the team learned they had 

qualified for Worlds. Finished #16 out of 67 in the Newton Division. #8 playoff alliance lost to 

Robonauts NASA team. On Sunday, they enjoyed a visit to NASA including the Robonaut NASA 

shop, Johnson Space Center and a presentation on the Orion to Mars spaceship project. 

• Summer Camp. Leanne reported she has had many calls from people wanting to help at camp 

this year, including a group from Pierce County. She has one confirmed lifeguard; he is also on 

the Robotics team. The camp committee is looking for donations of mini items to go in a 

dollhouse like cabin that they will be building at camp. Carrie suggested Hobby Lobby. Alan said 

they can 3D print. Snack shack proceeds go towards scholarships. Monthly camp committee 

meeting have been very well attended. 

• Forestry. Krag reported he has sent an email to CHOICE hoping to collaborate with the school. 

He will not be with the program forever. It will be a three-week program, one week at 

Panhandle, one week at Alderbrook, and possibly a 5-day hike with the group. Kathy reported 

that Michael Diamond would not be able to offer the Oh the Places We’ll Go program this 

summer due to his position not being funded during the summer, so there may be more kids 

available. Marilyn asked if Leader’s Council could financially contribute to the program. 

Alderbrook will provide financial contribution for services performed at their property. 

• Panhandle. Krag reported they have hired Jon Epstein as the camp manager. They are working 

on firming up the fee schedule. Some traditional programs are resistant to paying fees. Alan 

asked if Panhandle could sell membership. Leanne reported that there two at-large positions 

open on the Panhandle Board. Kathy reported that the bleachers from the Mason County 

fairgrounds would soon be moved to Panhandle. A donation from the Port of Shelton. 

• Outreach. Kathy reported that Vicky McCarley has been hired as the 4-H Outreach Assistant. She 

hosted a 4-H activity at the March for Science event on April 22 and offered an activity at Del’s 

on April 29. She will be presenting a three-part outreach series beginning May 24 and will be 

making hanging baskets from the old climbing helmets. She will host a fish print activity on June 

4 at Oakland Bay Day. Leanne reported Summer Day Camp plans are underway. Weekly themes 



are being set and she has met with the WSU Nutrition staff regarding their participation in the 

program. Jonny Andrewski will be the summer day camp assistant. OCCU has provided a 

financial contribution to cover the cost of the MTA space. 

Grays Harbor Fair. Most clubs have responded to the volunteer sign-up sheets. Please connect with 

Grays Harbor superintendents now to let them know where you would like to help. Marilyn reported 

that the State Fair Board has Okayed the combining the two counties for animal allocations. During 

county fair, exhibitors will be identified as either Mason or Grays Harbor, at State Fair exhibitors will be 

identified at Mason/Grays Harbor. Will continue discussing how the décor will reflect that, perhaps neck 

ribbons. Michelle Schreiber had presented an idea for a tee shirt design that could unite the counties 

during fair, Kathy shared with Grays Harbor and they liked it. Order forms available. Marilyn will be 

working with Michelle E to learn State Fair coordinator duties and would like two volunteers from Grays 

Harbor County as well.  

Scholarships. Michelle E. reported that she and Kathy would be presenting scholarships to Brianna 

Milarch and Jacob Schreiber at the High School Awards Night event on Thursday, May 18. Brianna is the 

recipient of a $500 scholarship and Jacob is the recipient of a $1000 scholarship. How can we get more 

seniors to apply? In previous years, we have had more students apply. Discussed the application criteria, 

which includes a copy of the member’s permanent record book. This may be an obstacle for some, 

decided to revisit the possibility of changing the criteria in the future, as many of our senior members 

are non-traditional members such as robotics team members or camp counselors. 

Forest Festival Parade. Kathy reported the parade is June 3. Robotics is planning to participate with us. 

Discussion on whether equine project members should be allowed to ride their horse in the parade. 

There are safety and inexperience concerns. Motion was made to not allow horses in the 2017 Forest 

Festival parade. Marilyn motion, Leanne second. We will revisit this topic again next year. 

Other Business. Fall Showcase is set for Wednesday, October 25 4:30 – 6:30 at the Civic Center. It will be 

a pie, ice cream and root beer social. Have projects represented. Working with the Chamber of 

Commerce to present this event, hoping for a large community turnout. More to come. 

Extension Update. We had two events at Del’s during Clover Days, Vicky and the Robotics team. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 

Minutes submitted by Alan Walker 


