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Integrated Pest Management 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February/March 2013                               Mason County              

 
This issue of Shore Stewards News focuses on Integrated Pest Management. The newsletter content is 

from garden writer and WSU Extension Educator Peg Tillery. Material in this article also appears in Peg's 

Column called Plant Life for the Kitsap Sun on Feb. 24, 2013 - this material is copyrighted to Peg Tillery. 

 

 

As home gardeners many of us are concerned about using pesticides and chemicals to control or eliminate 

some of the pests that visit our plants, lawns, trees and homes. The best way to approach this dilemma is 

by practicing IPM. IPM is an acronym for "Integrated Pest Management." It's something every home 

gardener and every registered/licensed pest management company needs to know about.  

It's not an easy term to define in several hundred words (the length of one column). A good (user friendly) 

description is EPA's http://www.epa.gov/opp00001/factsheets/ipm.htm 

By practicing IPM in our own home gardens we can follow these steps. Know the plant. Know how to 

properly care for the plant. Know if there even is a problem. Know when to live with the problem. Always 

use the least toxic alternative. When a pesticide is required, always follow the label directions. Rarely do we 

have to resort to pesticides. Here are a few tips on how to have the healthiest plants possible and where to 

go for help when it's needed. 

The best way to have healthy plants and landscaping is to begin with good soil and to select the right plants 

for your particular situation. That's the perfect approach, but how many of us have that option? Most of us 

inherit an existing landscape with our home. Then we have to make sense out of it. We're in luck, because 

we have more than 240 WSU Kitsap Extension Master Gardeners who are available several days a week at 

the Extension Office in Bremerton by calling 360-337-7158 and soon they'll also be at numerous locations 

throughout the county from April through September at local Farmers Markets. We also have 

knowledgeable staff at our local nurseries. Look for nurseries with WSNLA Certified Professional 

Horticulturists (CPHs) on staff. Master Gardeners and CPHs have been through rigorous trainings to better 

equip them to help gardeners with plant problems. 

Commercials on television, the Internet and the radio can sometimes lead puzzled gardeners astray. Not all 

pests are bad, very few plants need massive amounts of fertilizer and a one-shot does it all concoction is 

not the way to go to solve a gardening problem. The first step in solving a problem is to make sure there 

even is a problem. The majority of insects are beneficial and we can often tolerate some (or a lot of) insect 

damage on plants. It's important to determine if any action needs to be taken. Insects can be captured, put 

in a container and brought in to the Extension Office at 303 N. 4
th
 St, Shelton. 

Plant problems can also be brought in to the Extension Office. Snip off a sample (one that's healthy tissue) 

and one that's diseased tissue. One leaf is not sufficient, bring several inches or stems. Digital photos work 

well too. Be sure to include something in the shot to show relative size comparisons. This same method 

works for identifying plants. 

Visit the WSU Hortsense page here for more information about weevil damage. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Know how much plant damage you can tolerate. 

Choose plants that are resistant to diseases. Also 

select plants that are easy care. Some plants are 

messy, others sprawl, still others grow quite tall. If 

you're a gardener who likes tidy plants, or doesn't enjoy 

pruning, then a messy or rampant growing plant is not 

for you. No amount of trimming or fertilizing is going to 

work to mold a plant into what it was not genetically 

intended to be. When selecting a plant visit several 

nurseries with display gardens, local parks or check out 

the Bloedel Preserve on Bainbridge Island. At nurseries 

read the label descriptions to learn where the plant will 

grow best and how to care for it. At these locations 

you'll see plants growing and can see which ones you 

like the best and may want to try at your own property. 

Ask friends, nursery staff and local neighbors which 

plants are their favorites and why.  

Visit pep.wsu.edu/hortsense for information on plants, pep.wsu.edu/pestsense for information on household 

insects or extension.wsu.edu/gardening/general/Pages/default.aspx where you'll find abundant information 

on gardening. 

 

Focus on Organic Pest Control Methods 
 

 
For today, let's end on the topic of organic pest control methods. Keep in mind that just because a product 

is labeled "organic" does not necessarily mean the concoction is any less hazardous to your health, the 

health of the plant or the health of insects or animals that may come in contact with it. Always read "organic" 

product labels carefully and completely too and carefully follow the directions.  

 

 

SMP Planning Advisory Commission Meetings - Did you know? Mason County is updating its Shoreline 

Master Program (SMP), which regulates land use and development within 200 feet from rivers, lakes, streams, 

and marine shores.  There are multiple SMP Planning Advisory Commission meetings coming up.  Public 

attendance is welcome--6:00 PM at 411 N 5th St, Shelton.  Meetings are held twice a month.  For a calendar and 

list of topics, please visit: http://www.co.mason.wa.us/community_dev/shoreline_master_program/  

 
                                

Extension programs and policies are available to all without discrimination. 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 

 

If you would like to download or view previous Shore Steward 

newsletters, please visit http://county.wsu.edu/mason/nrs/water/Pages/ShoreStewardsNewsletter.aspx 

 

Your Shore Steward Coordinators are Cammy Mills, 360-427-9670 ext 685, cammymills@wsu.edu and 

Jody Halia 360-427-9670 ext 682, jody.halia@wsu.edu.  

Root Weevil Damage - Photo by A.L. Antonelli 


