
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 June 23, 2017 
Garden Tour is coming… 
Dinner reservations by tomorrow 
by Jeanne Kinney, kinneyj548@comcast.net, 360.427.5690 

Last call to reserve your space for dinner after the Garden Tour! If Norma has 
you on her list as a docent, we’ve got you covered. Everyone else who would 
like to attend needs to contact me no later than Saturday, June 24.  

We are requesting that everyone (except the garden owners) donate toward the 
cost of the dinner—$10 per person is the suggested donation. It is at the Salmon 
Center in Belfair, 5 pm. We are having BBQ ribs and brisket, assorted salads, 
including non-gluten and vegetarian, and dessert. See you there! 

Garden Tour docent update 
by Norma Kirmmse-Borden, yardeners@yahoo.com, 360.426.1051 

We have almost enough docents—still need 3 or 4 more. Many thanks to those 
who’ve already volunteered to help. Pat Carpenter is working with me, showing 
me how to make the assignments and compile logical instructions, but I cannot 
complete the list without a few more docents. So, if you’ve been meaning to 
volunteer, please do! We also need several alternate docents, a good oppor-
tunity for an intern. I will email the assignments and instructions later next 
week. We have our final tour meeting this coming Monday! 

New from WSU 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

Two new fact sheets have been published and are available at the WSU pubs 
store. Both are part of the WSU Extension Home Garden series: 

 Grains: Growing Quinoa in Home Gardens, authored by Julianne Kellogg, 
Crops and Soils Department: 
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS258E/FS258E.pdf 

 Washington Bumble Bees in Home Yards and Gardens, authored by 
Dave Pehling, WSU Snohomish County Extension, and Jenny Glass: 
http://extension.wsu.edu/publications/pubs/fs263e/ 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 1,782 hours from 30 volunteers 

 http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Jun 24 ------ Farmers’ Market Clinic, Jack Smith (am); 
Sybil Jones (pm) 

Jun 26 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—CL Nichols, Jinx Cromwell 

June 26 ---- 2017 Garden Tour Committee Meeting, 
5:30 pm, at Jeanne Kinney’s (6511 SE Arcadia Rd)  

Jun 30 ------ Catalyst Greenhouse Steering Committee 
meeting, 10 am at Catalyst 

Jul 1 -------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Zack Smith 
(am/pm) 

Jul 3 -------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10 am,  
Extension Office 

Jul 3 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) 

Jul 8 -------- 2017 Garden Tour, 10 am to 4 pm, North 
Mason County gardens (Dinner @ 5 pm) 

Jul 10  ------ MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 
Shelton Timberland Library  

Jul 10 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 

Jul 15 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Nancy Dillon (am); 
VN (pm) 

Jul 17 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—CL Nichols, Lisa Henderson 

Jul 19 ------- Catalyst Garden Steering Committee 
meeting, 3 pm, location to be announced 

Jul 22 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Bonnie Day (am); 
Beatrix Blackerby (pm) 

Jul 24 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—John Skans 

Jul 29 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jul 31 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Doris Zacher 

Aug 16 ----- Catalyst Garden Steering Committee 
meeting, 3 pm, location to be announced 
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May Master Gardeners of the Month—Diana 
and Dennis Sparby 
by Lou Schmidt 

We all know Dianna Sparby as an organized hard worker, but her husband, 
Dennis, is on the quiet side, and he was the one who helped their renter come 
up with materials to build some water wheels. Together they earned MGs of the 
month for May 2017 for the huge amount of $$$ made by the water wheel 
raffle!  

Diana and Dennis met in high school, in Montana, and have been married for 
53 years. They moved to Seattle in 1966 and bought property on Lake Phillips in 
1984. Dennis commuted to Seattle and worked for Seattle City Light. In 2004, 
they moved to their present home on Hammersly Inlet, which is sunnier and not 
as steep as their Phillips lake property had been.  

Taking the MG class soon after she retired in 2012 (it had been on her bucket 
list for some time), Dianna is happy to be continuing to learn about gardening as 
she takes a busy role as our Treasurer. Their renter had some help with 
procuring supplies from Dennis to build 6 water wheels one of which ended up 
as the raffle item at the plant sale. (He still has 2 left for sale, BTW!) 

Congratulations, Sparby’s, on your Master Gardener of May award! 

Denim shirt orders 
by Christy Rowe, carowe@hcc.net, 206.713.4119 

Following up with everyone—this is a reminder that orders are due by June 30. 
An order form follows this issue of Friday Fresh. We need six to place an order 
and we have four in hand now with checks—just need two more! Please let me 
know ASAP if you want to order. 

National Pollinator Week—June 19–25 
from Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

http://pollinator.org/pollinatorweek/ 

National Pollinator Week is a time to celebrate pollinators and spread the word 
about what you can do to protect them 

Ten years ago, the U.S. Senate’s unanimous approval and designation of a week 
in June as “National Pollinator Week” marked a necessary step toward addres-
sing the urgent issue of declining pollinator populations. Pollinator Week has 
now grown into an international celebration of the valuable ecosystem services 
provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats, and beetles. 

The Pollinator Partnership is proud to announce that June 19 through 25, 2017, 
has been designated National 
Pollinator Week by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
the U.S. Department of the 
Interior.  

photos: Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

photos: John Skans 

Bee in Ceanothus 

Too tired to weed 

Tree frog under shrub 

Our “Tulip Tree” in bloom—Liriodendron 
tulipifera genus in the magnolia 
(Magnoliaceae) family 

“Red hot poker,” Kniphofia pumila, at our 
front gate  

mailto:carowe@hcc.net
http://pollinator.org/pollinatorweek/
http://pollinator.org/PDFs/USSecAgPW2017.pdf
http://pollinator.org/PDFs/USSecAgPW2017.pdf
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Butterfly Pavilion  
www.pace4pollinators.org 

Pollinators play an essential role in our world. 
Bees and other insects are essential for the pollination of many food crops, like 
blueberries and almonds.  They also ensure the success of wild flowering plants, 
which support many other species of animals. One out of every three bites of 
food we eat is the result of pollination by bees. And over 75% of all flowering 
plants are pollinated by animals. And don’t forget without pollination, chocolate 
and coffee would not exist! 

Pollinator populations are declining.  
Especially bee populations. Development and certain agricultural practices have 
disturbed or fragmented habitat bees need for foraging and nesting. Poorly 
managed use of pesticides and herbicides can result in vulnerability to diseases, 
parasites and death. 

You can be a Pollinator Protector!  
You can do a lot! Plant flowers that provide nectar and pollen and extend the 
blooming season by deadheading old flowers to produce new flowers. Provide 
trees, shrubs and groundcovers for shelter. Plant native plants. 

You can also get involved with Butterfly Pavilion’s Pollinator Awareness through 
Conservation and Education (PACE) initiative! Through a combination of 
conservation and education programs, PACE works to create a better world for 
pollinators—making a better world for all of us.  

 Pollinator Partnership 
http://pollinator.org/ 

See current and archived posters: http://pollinator.org/posters.htm 

Download free brochures: www.pollinator.org/brochures.htm 
Here’s just an example of what’s available: 

 Protecting Monarchs: www.pollinator.org/PDFs/Monarchs.broch.8.5x11.pdf 
 More About Bees and Avoiding Stings: www.pollinator.org/PDFs/

NAPPC.NoFear.broch.8.5x11.pdf 
 Promoting Hummingbirds: www.pollinator.org/PDFs/Brochures//

NAPPC_Hummingbirds_Brochure_8x11.pdf 
 Solving Your Pest Problems without Harming Pollinators: 

www.pollinator.org/PDFs/PesticideConsumer.broch.8.5x11.pdf 

 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
https://www.fws.gov/pollinators/ 

Pollinators: These hard-working animals help pollinate over 75% of our 
flowering plants, and nearly 75% of our crops. Often we may not notice the 
hummingbirds, bats, bees, beetles, butterflies, and flies that carry pollen from 
one plant to another as they collect nectar. Yet without them, wildlife would 
have fewer nutritious berries and seeds, and we would miss many fruits, 
vegetables, and nuts, like blueberries, squash, and almonds . . . not to 
mention chocolate and coffee…all of which depend on pollinators.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Jun 24 ------ Pierce County Master Gardeners 

Summer Gardening Workshop (see May 5 Friday 
Fresh) 
 

Jul 10-14 -- 2017 International Master Gardener 

Conference, Oregon Convention Center, Portland 
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc/home-page/ 
 

Sep 20-23 - WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference, Yakima Convention Center, 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o  
 

Oct 12------- SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2017 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
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    Foundation 

 
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________________           Email: _______________________________________________ 

Quantity: _______________   Size: __________________ (see size chart below) 

Color: Denim (BLUE) 

 Women’shirts:   

o 6.5 oz. 100% cotton     

 Size XS – XL        $27 

 Size 2XL – 4XL   $31 

o 4.6 oz. 55% cotton / 45% polyester *runs small 

 Size XS – XL        $29 

 Size 2XL – 3XL   $32 

 Men’s shirts: 

o 6.5 oz. 100% cotton 

 Sizes XS – XL    $27 

 Sizes 2XL – 3XL   $31 

 Sizes 4XL – 6XL   $33 

o 4.6 oz.  55% cotton / 45% polyester 

 XS – XL   $29 

 2XL – 3XL   $32 

 4XL – 6XL   $34 

Body measurement: Measure chest under arms around fullest part of the chest.  
Women’s sizes 

 XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL 
Size 2 4/6 8/10 12/14 16/18 20/22 24/26 
Bust 32-34 in 35-36 37-38 39-41 42-44 45-47 48-51 
Length 24.5 in. 25 25.5 26.5 27.5 28.5 29 

 
Men’s sizes  

 XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL 
Chest 32-34 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 50-53 
Length 27 in. 27.5 28 28.5 29.5 30.5 31 

 

DENIM SHIRT ORDER FORM  
*Second Order for 2017 

Master Gardener Foundation 
 

To complete your order: 

 Payment must accompany your 
order 
 

 ADD 8.8% Sales Tax 
 

 Make checks out to: MCMGF 
 

 No returns or exchanges 
 

 Return to:  
ATTN: Denim Shirt Order             
WSU Ext. office  
303 N. 4th   

  Shelton, WA  98584 
 

 LAST DAY TO ORDER: 
JUNE 30, 2017 
 
 

 


