
 

Friday 
Fresh 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 September 9, 2016 
Annual cider pressing party 
The annual cider pressing party will be Sunday, September 18, beginning at 
1 pm, at Andrew and Jeanne Kinney’s (6511 SE Arcadia Road, Shelton). Master 
gardeners, friends, and family are invited for a fun-filled (and tasty) afternoon. 
Bring apples if you have them, containers for juice, chairs, and snacks or a 
potluck dish to share. We press until the apples are gone, then break for 
dinner—rain or shine. Suggested donation is $3/half gallon, $5/gallon with all 
proceeds going to Catalyst Park and the children’s garden.  

If you have come before, you know what a great time we have and if you 
haven’t come before, come and see for yourself! Questions? Contact Jeanne 
Kinney at 360.427.5690 or kinneyj548@comcast.net. Hope to see you there and 
then! 

2017 plant sale update 
by John Skans, jskans@gmail.com, 360.462.6088 

To emulate Detective Sergeant Joe Friday. “Just the facts, ma’am.” 

Who: You, Master Gardeners 

What: 2017 Plant Sale 

When: Saturday, May 13 

Where: Kneeland Park 

Why: #1 income source for MG Foundation 

How: Volunteer to be a Plant Sale Captain or Champion.  

Next Plant Sale meeting: Thursday, October 6, 5:00–6:30 pm, Memorial Hall 

Contact me for more facts. 

Clinic mystery plant 
Norma Kirmmse-Borden ID’ed the weird mystery plant Ed M. 
brought in. It’s a Cyrptomaria japonica “Rasen.” It had us all 
stumped. Norma is our super plant sleuth.  

Sept 9 ------ MG Training Class trip to Hope Island 
(contact: Lisa Henderson, 360.229.4031) 

Sept 10 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Kitty Lundeen-
Ness (am); Karen Guillies (pm) 

Sept 12 ---- MCMG Foundation General Meeting, 
10:15 am, Timberland Library 

Sept 12 ---- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED  
(contact Pat Carpenter, 360.426.9845 or 
patandlexi@gmail.com) 

Sept 15 ---- Catalyst Garden Meeting, 3 pm, 
Extension Office (contact Bonnie Day-Orr, 
360.426.2994) 

Sept 18—Cider Pressing Party (see page 1) 
(contact Jeanne Kinney, 360.427.5690 or 
kinneyj548@comcast.net) 

Sept 19 ---- Education Committee Meeting, 10 am, 
Extension Office (contact Bonnie Day-Orr, 
360.426.2994) 

Oct 6 -------- 2017 Plant Sale Meeting, 5 to 6:30 pm, 
Memorial Hall (contact John Skans, 
jskans@gmail.com or 360.462.6088) 

 

Johanna Willingham, MG Program Coordinator 
Office Hours: Mondays, 8 am to 2 pm 
 Wednesdays, 5 to 7 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 
 johanna.willingham@wsu.edu 

mailto:kinneyj548@comcast.net
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
tel:360.462.6088
tel:%28360%29%20229-4031
tel:%28360%29%20426-2994
tel:%28360%29%20426-2994
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Catalyst is bustin’ out all over 
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

Mother Nature smiled on the Master Gardeners this morning when it stopped 
raining right when we got to the garden to harvest. We harvested 121 pounds of 
vegetables for the food bank with a nice variety of beans, squash, cucumbers, 
peppers, lettuce, beets, and kale.  

This spring, we moved the pumpkin patch to the lower garden and the bush and 
pole beans into the upper garden. Nancy Dillon built the pole bean structures, 
and we should be picking beans for a few more weeks. I have included pictures 
of our Kuri Squash and our pumpkins that are growing up the trellises that Diana 
and Dennis Sparby brought to the garden. The community garden beds are 
beautiful this year with lots of squash and beans. 

July 2016 Master Gardeners—John and Dorothy 
Skans 
by Lou Schmidt 

John and Dorothy Skans just celebrated their first anniversary in Mason County. 
They have two children, a 27-year-old grandson (who they raised), and five 
granddaughters ranging in age from 3 to 25. They both retired the end of May 
2015. John fully retired from Childhaven, a Seattle therapeutic childcare center, 
having been an administrative and account specialist. Dorothy semi-retired from 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, an international engineering firm, but continues to do 
contract assignments from home as a technical editor/document specialist. 
Before leaving Seattle, John had spent 15 years co-chairing the Ballard 
Ecumenical Homeless Ministry—a passion that was hard (and easy) to give up. 

Dorothy and John moved to the area last August after 37 years in Seattle. Their 
Ballard townhome was on a 2,500-square-foot lot that did not leave much room 
for gardening and, in fact, they weren’t even successful at growing grass. After 
retiring together in May and spending four months house hunting, they found 
their retreat near the Shorecrest area by buying what used to be a nursery. 
Now, with 2.5 acres, a large garden, a greenhouse, multiple fruit trees, and lots 
and lots of perennials, they have to learn how to garden—so, Master Gardeners 
to the rescue! 

John and Dorothy currently produce the weekly Friday Fresh (using John’s 
organizational skills and Dorothy’s desktop publishing skills). And, even though 
they are not quite Master Gardeners yet, John has taken on responsibility for 
facilitating the 2017 Plant Sale committee meetings. 

Although their vegetable garden wasn’t as successful as they had hoped this 
year, they are chalking it up to a learning experience and have great 
expectations for next year. Let’s give both a warm welcome to the MCMG 
community! 

Purple poppy pdf 
Following this issue of Friday Fresh is the handout from 
Diana Sparby’s September 2 training class. 

Erika Stewart 

Nancy Dillon 

Yuki squash 

pumpkin on 
Sparby trellis 

photos: Bonnie Day-Orr 
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MG Training in October 
by Doris Zacher, zacherd1@msn.com 

Arrangements for the October 7 training class have been confirmed with Jenny 
Glass, the plant pathologist at the WSU Puyallup Diagnostic Clinic. The class 
length will be 2 to 3 hours and will include a tour of the facility and doing 
sample diagnoses. Across the street is also a demo garden run by the Pierce 
County Master Gardeners—we’re hoping to get permission to tour this garden 
as well. “If” there is any extra time and energy, we may go to Watson’s nursery, 
which is just a few blocks away.  

All participants need to bring a sack lunch and water. The tentative start time is 
10:00 am in Puyallup, which means the class will need to depart Shelton at 
8:30 am and depart Puyallup no later than 2:30 pm to try to avoid Joint Base 
traffic. With any luck, this will land everyone back home by 4:00 pm.  

For car pooling, there is a small park and ride lot at Highways 3 and 101 (exit to 
SE Cole and Craig Roads) that would be a convenient 8:30 am departure 
meeting spot. 

Parks and recreation public workshop 
September 12 
The City of Shelton Parks and Recreation Department is conducting a public 
workshop on Monday, September 12, at 5:30 pm, in the Shelton Civic Center. 
The purpose of the workshop is to allow public input for the City of Shelton 
Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan. All interested parties are welcome to 
attend and provide input on future park sites, needed improvements in current 
parks, parkland standards, trails, and recreation programs. 

The Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Plan is a planning document that 
maps out the future needs of parks and recreation facilities and services. Public 
involvement is a critical element of the plan, allowing the City to prioritize needs 
and actions, coordinate interests, evaluate trends and programs, budget, and 
ensure continuity. A completed plan also allows for eligibility of Washington 
State Recreation and Conservation grant funding. 

FYI: City of Shelton parks 
Brewer Park (0.3 acre)—picnic tables, mature vegetation—220 W. Franklin 
Callanan Park (6.9 acres)—ball field, play equipment, restroom, natural area, basketball 

court—400 West E Street 
City Park (1.75 acres)—undeveloped site—Northcliff Road 
Huff n Puff Trail (5.02 acres)—mile jogging trail—3600 Shelton Springs Road 
Johnson Park (0.5 acre)—basketball court, mature trees—325 East Poplar 
Kneeland Park (3.9 acres)—large play structure, picnic areas, restroom, horseshoes, 

open play area, landscaping—100 Turner Avenue 
Loop Field (4.0 acres)—ball field, athletic field, play structure, restroom, picnic shelter—

1020 West Franklin 
Overlook Park (1.03 acres)—historic marker—1200 Olympic Hwy South 
Pine Street Ramp (0.4 acre)—unimproved boat launch site on Oakland Bay 
Sixth Street Park (0.14 acre)—picnic shelter, barbecues, creek—330 South 6th Street 
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2017 Garden Tour update 
by Jeanne Kinney, 360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

We are still looking for potential gardens in the North Mason area for next 
year’s garden tour. July seems a long way off, but we like to scope them out in 
summer to get an idea of how they will look. North Mason MGs—we need your 
help! Nominate your own garden, your neighbors, or other great gardens in the 
North Mason area. Also, contact me if you would like to help with this exciting 
event. 

Education: Pruning landscape trees  
http://extension.psu.edu/natural-resources/forests/urban-community/
publications/pruning-landscape-trees 

Proper pruning of landscape trees improves their structural strength, maintains 
their health, enhances their beauty, and increases their value. 

Why Should Trees Be Pruned? 

Pruning is advisable if: 

 trees have crossing branches, weak branch unions, or other defects 
 branches are dead, dying, decayed, or hazardous 
 lower branches interfere with people or vehicles, or block visibility of signs 
 branches are growing into buildings or utility wires 
 limbs have been broken by storms 
 trees have grown too large and might injure people or damage property 

Landscape trees not only make homes and communities more beautiful, but 
they also improve our environment and can increase the value of a property up 
to 20 percent. Trees are truly assets that need to be enhanced and protected. 
Proper pruning is definitely a worthwhile investment! 

 
Crown thinning a tree removes unwanted branches, reduces weight, and allows 
light and air penetration. If properly done, thinning increases a canopy’s 
photosynthetic area. [Use the link above to see the remainder of this article 
online or click here to download the pdf.] 

 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Resources of interest 
http://www.treesaregood.com/treecare/

resources/pruning_maturetrees.pdf 
Pruning Mature Trees, a pdf from the 
International Society of Arboriculture. 

http://www.treesaregood.com/treecare/
resources/pruning_youngtrees.pdf 
Pruning Young Trees, a pdf from the 
International Society of Arboriculture. 

http://www.plantamnesty.org/resources 
A list of resources from Plant Amnesty— 
Working to end the senseless torture and 
mutilation of trees and shrubs (PA is based 
in Seattle) 

http://www.gardenguides.com/ 
A site with lots and lots of garden info (also 
lots of ads) 

https://www.treepeople.org/resources/tree-
benefits 
Top 22 benefits of trees 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/
stewardship/nw-yard-and-garden/rain-
barrels.aspx 
Rain barrel information and sources 

Save these dates… 
… on your personal calendar now!  

Monthly --- “1st Saturday” Series—workshops 
sponsored by the Grays Harbor and Pacific 
Counties Master Gardeners (http://pnwmg.org/) 

Sept 10 ---- Brothers Greenhouses Tomato Tasting 
event, 10 am to 2 pm 

Sept 24 ---- Free seminar: “Four Seasons Vegetable 
Gardening,” 10 am, Brothers Greenhouses 

Oct 1 ------- Long Beach Wild Mushroom Celebration 
(Oct 1 to Nov 15) (http://wildmushroom
celebration.com/) 

Oct 29 ----- Free seminar: “Building Soil to Reduce 
Carbon Footprints,” 10 am, Brothers 
Greenhouses 

 
 Master Gardener Training, Public Works Office, 

9 am, everyone welcome: 
Oct 7 ---- Doris Zacher, WSU Diagnostic Clinic, 

Puyallup (see page 3 for location details) 
Nov 4 --- Jeannine Polaski, Trainee Presenta-

tions/Graduation 
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