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Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 August 26, 2016 
Catalyst garden rocks! 
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

We had another great harvest this morning at Catalyst Park. We picked 
194.5 pounds of beans, cucumbers, summer squash, beets, kale, lettuce, and 
carrots for the food bank. We have begun to talk about next year’s plantings 
and how we can increase our harvests, which is our goal every year.  

The community garden beds are doing well. Puja Pecovsky has a beautiful crop 
of savoy cabbage in her bed that may be destined for sauerkraut.  

Thanks to Lisa Henderson who came with a carafe of coffee for our break time. 
Always appreciated. We are hoping that the permit for the covered pavilion may 
be approved. When Collin went by to check on it, the staff thought it might have 
been approved but he could not find the form so we are hoping for a call back 
soon. Once the permit is approved we can start construction. 

  

Reminder: Education Committee meeting 
Monday 
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

Just a reminder about the Education Committee meeting on Monday, August 29, 
at 10 a.m. The meeting will be in the Extension Office meeting room. We plan on 
talking about next year’s Master Gardener training program, Through The 
Garden Gate, and how we can expand on our educational program. Anyone 
interested in the MG’s educational programs is invited to attend and bring any 
new ideas about how to increase our educational support to our community. 

Aug 27 ----- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Bonnie Day-Orr 
(am); Nancy Dillon (pm) 

Aug 29 ----- MG Training Educational Meeting, 10 am, 
Extension Office 

Aug 29 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—Diana Sparby 

Sept 1 ------ First 2017 Plant Sale Monthly Meeting, 
5 to 7 pm, Skookum Room, PUD 3 

Sept 2 ------ MG Training Class, Public Works Office, 
9 am; Diana Sparby—Native Plants/Saving 
Seeds/Plant Propagation 

Sept 3 ------ Farmer’s Market Clinic—Norma Kirmmse-
Borden (am); Sybil Jones (pm) 

Sept 6 ------ Foundation Board Meeting (note this is a 
Tuesday), 10 am, Extension Office 

Sept 6 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED 

Sept 8 ------ Catalyst Garden Meeting, 3 pm, Shelton 
Firehouse 

Sept 9 ------ MG Training Class trip to Hope Island 
Sept 10 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Kitty Lundeen-

Ness (am); VOLUNTEER NEEDED (pm) 
Sept 12 ---- MCMG Foundation General Meeting, 

10:15 am, Timberland Library 
Sept 12 ---- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension office—VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED 
to volunteer, contact Pat Carpenter at (360) 426-9845 
or patandlexi@gmail.com 

Johanna Willingham, MG Program Coordinator 
Office Hours: Mondays, 8 am to 2 pm 
 Wednesdays, 5 to 7 pm 
Contact Info: 360-427-9670, Ext 688 
 johanna.willingham@wsu.edu 

mailto:johanna.willingham@wsu.edu
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Tour of The Brothers Greenhouses very well 
attended  
We want to extend a big thank you to Sam Maupin who was a gracious host—
even providing his own delicious homemade scones with currant jam. 

Workshops at Brothers   
All workshops are from  
10 to noon and cost $65.  
Call 360-674-2558 to sign up.  

 

 

Reminder: 2017 Plant Sale meeting Thursday 
NEWSFLASH  Change of location for this first meeting to the Skookum 

Room at PUD 3. Extremely important that all MGs attend this meeting! 

As yet, no volunteers have stepped up to chair the Plant Sale Committee for 
2017—traditionally held each Mother’s Day weekend. Trusting that volunteers 
will come forward, Memorial Hall has been scheduled from 5 to 7 pm on the 
first Thursday of each month, October 2016 through May 2017, to 
accommodate monthly planning meetings. Since Memorial Hall is undergoing 
renovations and they are running behind, the September 1 meeting will be in 
the Skookum Room at PUD 3. 

Please plan to attend the September 1 meeting to discuss ways you can help 
with this important fundraiser. The 2016 Plant Sale Chairs will facilitate this first 
meeting. Following is a preliminary list of roles that must be filled in order to 
make next year’s plant sale a success: 

 Fertilizer 
 Garden store 
 Historical binder maintenance 
 Meeting facilitation and communication 
 Plants—dug, propagated, or purchased and nurtured until sale 

(annuals, perennials, natives, houseplants, vegetables, hanging baskets, 
greenhouse care, etc.) 

 Plant labels, inventory, and pricing 
 Post-sale: plant care, comment survey 
 Publicity (posters, flyers, publications, Facebook, Craig’s List, billboards, 

banners, sandwich boards) 
 Sale educational plan 
 Sale equipment (canopies, tables, wagons, boxes, music) 
 Sale set-up, take-down, security 
 Sale signage 
 Sale volunteer sign-up 
 Vendors 

Concrete Leaf Workshop, September 17 
Fall Planter Workshop, October 8 
Holiday Fairy Garden Workshop, November 19 
Evergreen Arrangement Workshop, December 10 

photos: Lisa Henderson 

photos: Dorothy Skans 

Sam Maupin 
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Reminder: Chehalis garlic fest and craft show 
this weekend 

Dates: August 26–28, 2016 

Times: Friday–Noon to 7 pm General admission: $5 
 Saturday–10 am to 7 pm 65+ and Military with ID: $4 
 Sunday–10 am to 5 pm 7 and under are free! 

Southwest Washington Fairgrounds www.chehalisgarlicfest.com/ 
2555 North National Avenue, Chehalis 

Reminder: Harmony Hill open house Saturday 
There is a very interesting garden at Harmony Hill, including a labyrinth and a 
greenhouse with a fish tank. Originally they were going to be on this year’s 
garden tour but dropped out because they were having a retreat.  

Harmony Hill Retreat Center 
7362 E State Route 106, Union 

August 27, 11 to 3 

PARKING: When you arrive, please be 
sure to watch for our special-event 
parking signs that will lead you to our 
parking area just down the road, at the 
New Community Church of Union. 
There will be a shuttle that departs 
approximately every 15 minutes from 
the parking area to Harmony Hill. 

Education: Western Washington tree fruits and 
alternative fruits  
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/ 

The Fruit Horticulture program at Mount Vernon was funded between 1965 and 
2009 and had two primary research missions: Variety evaluation and cultural 
management in tree fruit production. The results of their work continue to be 
made available to the public on the internet. Tree fruit and alternative fruits 
work at the WSU-Mount Vernon Research Center currently focuses on cider 
apples, cider, and cherries. 

Current links available on this site include “events, hard cider, cherry, tree fruit, 
ornamental trees, unusual fruit, berries, grapes, publications, resources, pest 
problems, pollination, and FAQs.” 

FYI: Big Sale on garden items 
by Dorothy Skans 

Our son Chris works for Daz Lawn & Garden Goods (20420 - 87th Ave S, Kent, 
253-395-2542), which is going out of business within the next few weeks. I have a 
39-page pdf of their inventory with discounted price list. I’m guessing since we 
bought 40 bags (20 pounds each) of organic dirt at $1 a bag, they will take 
offers. Contact me if you would like a copy of the pdf (dskans@gmail.com). 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, 
US Department of Agriculture, and Mason County. 
Extension Programs and employment are available 
to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncom-
pliance may be reported through your local 
Extension Office. 

Resources of interest 
Following is a short list of the many publica-
tions provided for free by WSU Extension 
(Available at https://pubs.wsu.edu/ListItems.
aspx?CategoryID=388): 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS11
9E/FS119E.pdf 
Methods for Successful Cover Crop 
Management in Your Home Garden, 
FS119E 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS11
1E/FS111E.pdf 
Cover Crops for Home Gardens West of 
the Cascades, FS111E 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS16
0E/FS160E.pdf 
Using Arborist Wood Chips as Landscape 
Mulch, FS160E 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS14
6E/FS146E.pdf 
Mole Management in Washington 
Backyards, FS146E 

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/EM06
8E/EM068E.pdf 
Growing Winegrapes in Maritime Western 
Washington, EM068E 

Save these dates… 
… on your personal calendar now!  

 Contact Lisa Henderson (360) 229-4031 for 
details on tours. She will be sending information 
via email as events approach. 

Sept 10 ---- Brothers Greenhouses Tomato Tasting 
event, 10 am to 2 pm 

Sept 24 ---- Free seminar: “Four Seasons Vege-
table Gardening,” 10 am, Brothers Greenhouses 

Oct 29 ----- Free seminar: “Building Soil to Reduce 
Carbon Footprints,” 10 am, Brothers 
Greenhouses 

 Master Gardener Training, Public Works Office, 
9 am, everyone welcome: 
Sept 9 -- Lisa Henderson, Hope Island pruning 

demo 
Oct 7 ---- Doris Zacher, WSU Diagnostic Clinic, 

Puyallup 
Nov 4 --- Jeannine Polaski, Trainee Presenta-

tions/Graduation 

http://www.chehalisgarlicfest.com/
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/
http://mtvernon.wsu.edu/
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/hard-cider/
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/hard-cider/
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/hard-cider/
http://ext100.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/tree-fruit/cherry/
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