
 

Friday 
Fresh 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 August 19, 2016 
Catalyst open house tomorrow! 
Come one—come all to the Catalyst Open House this Saturday from 11 am 
until 1 pm. There will be refreshments—in the shade—as well as a look at 
our beautiful gardens.  

 

Another Catalyst abundant harvest 
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

We are continuing to have great harvests at Catalyst. Today we loaded up 
173 pounds of vegetables for the food bank. We picked our first bean harvest 
with many, many, many to come. With any luck, we should have a good 
pumpkin sale this year. Nancy Dillon and Diana Sparby worked to get the ever 
expanding pumpkin vines up onto trellises. Our friend Pat Ayers came by to 

donate some chicks and hens for the 
planter boxes on the Children’s Garden 
gate. Pat stayed to help Sybil Jones 
transplant some lettuce plants and Jack 
Smith hauled lots of bark getting ready 
for the Catalyst Garden Open House on 
Saturday. If you haven’t had a chance 
to visit the garden this year, the open 
house would be a great time to visit 
and see what we are doing.  

 

  
Pat Ayers, Sybil Jones Sharon Bryant 
 

Aug 20 ----- Catalyst Open House, 11 am to 1 pm 
(contact Bonnie Day-Orr 360-426-2994) 

Aug 22 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

Aug 25 ----- Field trip to The Brothers Greenhouses 
(contact Lisa Henderson 360-229-4031) 

Aug 27 ----- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Bonnie Day-Orr 
(am); Nancy Dillon (pm) 

Aug 29 ----- MG Training Educational Meeting, 10 am, 
Extension Office 

Aug 29 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—Diana Sparby 

Sept 1 ------ First 2017 Plant Sale Monthly Meeting, 
5 to 7 pm, Memorial Hall (first Thursday of every 
month through May 2017) 

Sept 2 ------ MG Training Class, Public Works Office, 
9  am; Diana Sparby—Native Plants/Saving 
Seeds/Plant Propagation 

Sept 3 ------ Farmer’s Market Clinic—Norma Kirmmse-
Borden (am); Sybil Jones (pm) 

Sept 6 ------ Foundation Board Meeting (note this is a 
Tuesday), 10 am, Extension Office 

Sept 6 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—VOLUNTEER(S) NEEDED 

Sept 8 ------ Catalyst Garden Meeting, 3 pm, Shelton 
Firehouse 

Sept 9 ------ MG Training Class trip to Hope Island 
Sept 10 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Kitty Lundeen-

Ness (am); VOLUNTEER NEEDED (pm) 
Sept 12 ---- MCMG Foundation General Meeting, 

10:15 am, Timberland Library 
to volunteer, contact Pat Carpenter at (360) 426-9845 
or patandlexi@gmail.com 

Johanna Willingham, MG Program Coordinator 
Office Hours: Mondays, 8 am to 2 pm 
 Wednesdays, 5 to 7 pm 
Contact Info: 360-427-9670, Ext 688 
 johanna.willingham@wsu.edu 

Diana Sparby 
Photos: Bonnie Day-Orr 

tel:%28360%29%20229-4031
mailto:johanna.willingham@wsu.edu
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Speaking of abundant harvests 
by Pat Carpenter 

As I’ve been walking around town recently, I’ve noticed many pear and apple 
trees that are loaded with fruit. The pears are especially abundant on my trees 
too. The other day, I came across a tree that’s about 1/2 block from the WSU 
office—so much fruit I had to take a photo. I also took home some pears to 
make pear sauce. I think they are Bartletts. With this coming heat, it’ll be pear 
sauce on the ground. 

Request from the library 
by Norma Kimmse-Borden 

The Shelton Timberland Library is looking for a Mason County Master Gardener 
to present an adult (or possibly an adult/teen) program on either terrariums or 
sedums this fall. The program should be about 1 to 1.5 hours in length. They are 
offering an honorarium of around $100. Anyone interested should contact Dee 
Depoe at ddepoe@trl.org / 360-426-1362 as soon as possible (Library programs 
generally need a 6-to-8-week lead time). 

Newsflash: Potato psyllid discovered in Skagit 
County 
On August 1, Skagit County Pest Board Coordinator Talea Price trapped the first 
potato psyllid in Skagit County. The sample was confirmed on August 2 by WSU 
NWREC Entomologist Bev Gerdeman.  

  

Pears, pears, and more pears near the 
Extension Office Photo: Pat Carpenter 

Brooke Fuller, Lisa Henderson, Jinx Cromwell 
on the Herronswood Garden field trip 
 Photo: Sharon Bryant  

mailto:ddepoe@trl.org
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Reminder: 2017 Plant Sale meeting Sept 1 
As yet, no volunteers have stepped up to chair the Plant Sale Committee for 
2017—traditionally held each Mother’s Day weekend. Trusting that volunteers 
will come forward, Memorial Hall has been scheduled from 5 to 7 pm on the 
first Thursday of each month, September 2016 through May 2017, to 
accommodate monthly planning meetings.  

Please plan to attend the September 1 meeting to discuss ways you can help 
with this important fundraiser. The 2016 Plant Sale Chairs will facilitate this first 
meeting. 

Reminder: Chehalis garlic fest and craft show 

Dates: August 26–28, 2016 

Times: Friday–Noon to 7 pm General admission: $5 
 Saturday–10 am to 7 pm 65+ and Military with ID: $4 
 Sunday–10 am to 5 pm 7 and under are free! 

Southwest Washington Fairgrounds www.chehalisgarlicfest.com/ 
2555 North National Avenue, Chehalis 

Harmony Hill open house August 27 
There is a very interesting garden at Harmony Hill, including a labyrinth and a 
greenhouse with a fish tank. Originally they were going to be on this year’s 
garden tour but dropped out because they were having a retreat.  

Harmony Hill Retreat Center 
7362 E State Route 106 
Union, WA 98592 

August 27, 11 to 3 

We have a variety of activities planned 
for the day which showcase many 
elements of our programs. The event 
is free and everyone is welcome! 

The Open House will be held 
Saturday, August 27, from 11:00 am to 

3:00 pm and is free to the public. The event will include activities that are commonly 
featured in Harmony Hill’s cancer, healing, and survivorship retreats: Labyrinth, 
garden and building tours; a food demonstration with Harmony Hill’s chef, poetry 
play stations, children’s craft station, art journal, and collage. 

From 1:00 to 2:30 pm, three panels of presenters will share insider stories from our 
first three decades. The event will be co-emceed by Founder and Executive Director 
Emerita Gretchen Schodde and faculty member Dani Hart, and we expect high 
levels of laughter and joy as past participants and staff speak to the heart and soul 
of Harmony Hill’s rich legacy.  

Local food vendors will offer delicious lunch and snack foods for purchase. 

PARKING: When you arrive, please be sure to watch for our special-event parking 
signs that will lead you to our parking area just down the road, at the New 
Community Church of Union. There will be a shuttle that departs approximately 
every 15 minutes from the parking area to Harmony Hill. 

http://www.chehalisgarlicfest.com/
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What are we going to do with all these grapes? 
by Dorothy Skans 

Even though the days are longer during the summer, sometimes they are just 
not long enough for all that needs to get done. Our new home has a plethora of 
grapes that we don’t quite know what to do with as they get ripe. We have 11 
vines and 7 varieties—obviously, we’ll eat the table grapes plus share (Flame 
Seedless, Himrod, Interlaken Seedless, and Concord), but what are we going to 
do with the wine grapes (Madeleine Angevine, Catawba, and Island Bell)? So, if 
you’re a vintner and know your grapes, please come by and help us learn more 
about and share in our crop. In fact, we’re having an open house this weekend 
(from 10 am Saturday to 6 pm Sunday) if you want to drop by and check them 
out. Contact John or Dorothy at jskans@gmail.com or 360-462-6088. 

photos: Dorothy Skans 

    

Ornamental grasses 
https://extension.illinois.edu/grasses/understanding.cfm 

With the popularity of ornamental grasses and their use in the landscape, it is a 
good idea to understand how these plants grow. This understanding will lead to 
better use of these plants and often avoid disappointment or frustration. 

Grasses respond and start to grow based upon temperature. Some grasses will 
start to grow in early spring when temperatures are still cool and others will 
wait until the soil is warm and temperatures are more stable. 

Before planting you should understand the growth habit of the grass. Grasses 
can be either clump forming or rhizome forming. The latter is often called 
“running” grass. The clump forming grasses will grow in very nice, neat mounds 
or clumps. They tend to mix very well with other perennials and will not become 
invasive (read the remainder of the article at the above link). 

     

      
 

 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, 
US Department of Agriculture, and Mason County. 
Extension Programs and employment are available 
to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncom-
pliance may be reported through your local 
Extension Office. 

Resources of interest 
http://extension.illinois.edu/veggies/directory.cfm 

Watch Your Garden Grow Vegetable 
Directory, University of Illinois Extension 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/ 
Home Gardening—flowers, vegetables, 
design, Cornell University 

http://extension.wsu.edu/snohomish/tea-garden/ 
Tea garden plant list, instructions, recipes, 
WSU Extension 

http://www.northernbushcraft.com/plants/ 
Wild Edible Plants of the Pacific Northwest, 
Northern Bushcraft 

https://extension.illinois.edu/grasses/ 
Ornamental Grasses, University of Illinois 
Extension 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/gardendesign/ 
Stepping Stones to Perennial Garden 
Design, University of Illinois Extension 

Save these dates… 
… on your personal calendar now!  

 Contact Lisa Henderson (360) 229-4031 for 
details on tours. She will be sending information 
via email as events approach. 

Aug 20 ---- Free seminar: “Alternative Fruits for 
Local Landscape,” 10 am, Brothers Green-
houses (3200 Victory Dr SW, Port Orchard) 

Aug 25 ---- Tour of The Brothers Greenhouses 
(address above). Sam, Brothers tomato expert, 
has invited us to tour the propagation 
greenhouse and nursery. 

Sept 10 ---- Brothers Greenhouses Tomato Tasting 
event, 10 am to 2 pm 

Sept 24 ---- Free seminar: “Four Seasons Vege-
table Gardening,” 10 am, Brothers Greenhouses 

Oct 29 ----- Free seminar: “Building Soil to Reduce 
Carbon Footprints,” 10 am, Brothers 
Greenhouses 

 Master Gardener Training, Public Works Office, 
9 am, everyone welcome: 
Sept 9 -- Lisa Henderson, Hope Island pruning 

demo 
Oct 7 ---- Doris Zacher, WSU Diagnostic Clinic, 

Puyallup 
Nov 4 --- Jeannine Polaski, Trainee Presenta-

tions/Graduation 

mailto:jskans@gmail.com
https://extension.illinois.edu/grasses/understanding.cfm
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.illinois.edu/veggies/directory.cfm
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/
http://extension.wsu.edu/snohomish/tea-garden/
http://www.northernbushcraft.com/plants/
https://extension.illinois.edu/grasses/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/gardendesign/
tel:%28360%29%20229-4031
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