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US Swine Grades



Live Animal Comparisons
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Pork Color
Unacceptable

Pale, pinkish gray

Acceptable
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Water-holding capacity



Swine Quality Issues

1. Porcine Stress Syndrome- PSE

** Halathane Stress Gene

2. Stress- showing animals, fighting, etc.

3. Slaughtering techniques??

4. Holding pigs- additional stress

5. Pigs eating feeds with saturated fats

6. Other

Factors causing Soft Carcasses



Asotin County Fair Data

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

No. hogs 52 44 39 45 47 37

Start Weight 93 99 109 93 91 87

Final Weight 251 251 252 247 247 247

ADGain ~1.75 1.69 1.61 1.70 1.73 1.78

Last Rib fat .82 .78 .76 .76 .69

10th Rib fat .71 .72 .72 .57 .59 .53

LoinEyeArea 6.84 6.83 7.41 7.03 6.90 6.97

% Muscle 55.04 54.92 54.75 55.59 53.75 55.64%

PSE &/or

Soft Carc. 19% 32% 28% 18% 45% 22%
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