
“Welcome to the Extension ‘Cord, a monthly briefing paper from WSU 
Snohomish County Extension. Even though we have existed for over 100 
years, we have realized that too many people are unaware of the diver-
sity and impact of our programs. Each issue will highlight the purpose, 
activities and results of one particular program. The ‘Cord will showcase 
the work of our 1,000 volunteers and 25 staff. Please do  not hesitate to 
contact any of our staff for more information.”
                                               Curt Moulton, Extension Director

Connecting People, Resources, & Knowledge

Volume 1 Issue 4
May 2010

Extension ‘Cord

Beach Watchers              Shore Stewards

Salmon, orca whales, seabirds and other wildlife 
are in peril in Puget Sound. Pollution and habitat loss 

threaten entire species—and with them our Northwest life-
style. To help reverse widespread water pollution and the 
decline of our precious marine species, WSU Snohomish 
County Extension Beach Watchers, along with our peers in 
six other counties, conduct research, restoration and educa-
tion.  We identify problems, find answers and help the public 

understand the is-
sues and solutions 
that are ultimately 
in their hands.

Beach Watchers 
are Productive
We’re engaged 
in outreach and 
education, base-
line research, 
and boots-in-the-
mud restoration 
– working hand in 
hand with many 
partners in Sno-
homish County 

to protect our local Puget Sound resources.  Since our in-
ception in 2006, Beach Watchers have contributed almost 
12,000 hours of their time and had face to face contact 
with over 19,000 people in local communities, parks, festi-
vals, boat docks and events.  Each Beach Watcher receives 
100 hours of university-caliber training, with many continu-
ing their learning as they continue volunteering on behalf of 
the Sound. The program is funded by several state and local 
grants as well as partnership with Snohomish County Surface  
Water Management and the Marine Resources Committee.

Just a Few Accomplishments:

Behavior Changing Education: Volunteers implemented an 
education program reaching over 10,000 recreational crab-
bers with the goal of reducing unintended crab bycatch 
by encouraging the use of escape cord.  A 2008 evaluation 
found that our face to face conversations caused 100% of 
those who weren’t using escape cord planned to do so due 
to our contact. 

Research. All our research is timely, relevant and intended 
to answer the pressing questions of scientists, land manag-
ers and regulators.  For example, Beach Watchers collect the 
water quality samples that Washington State agencies use to 
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determine if shorelines are safe for physical contact given how polluted they may 
be.  We also are in our third year of nearshore pre-restoration monitoring at Kayak 
Point County Park to document the topography, substrate, algal coverage and biotic 
communities before any changes occur. 

Shoreline Restoration. Beach Watchers inventoried our marine shoreline for toxic 
creosote material and helped the Washington Department of Natural Resources re-
move more than 70 tons of it from local Snohomish County parks.  We also discov-
ered one unknown infestation of Spartina, a Class A noxious weed, and eradicated 
it.

350 Snohomish County Shore Stewards:  
Protecting Puget Sound, One Property at a Time

Coastal residents have a great opportunity to protect the waters and wildlife of Puget 
Sound.  By implementing up to Ten Guidelines for Shoreline Living, Shore Stewards 
protect habitat of sensitive species, reduce water pollution, restore native plant buf-
fers in critical areas and learn to live with the natural processes that govern our 
shorelines.  A monthly newsletter covers topics 
such as assessing and managing crane fly pop-
ulations, natural yard care techniques and best 
management practices for maintaining boats.  
WSU Snohomish County Extension staff also of-
fer one day intensive workshops on topics rel-
evant to the unique attributes of specific com-
munities.  A 2007 evaluation documented that 
Shore Steward enrollment caused residents to 
utilize 4 – 10 of the Guidelines, a jump of 33% 
in use of these best management practices.

For more information about either program, 
contact Chrys@wsu.edu or 425 357-6020 or 
www.shoresteward.wsu.edu/snohomish or 
www.beachwatchers.wsu.edu/snohomish.

Extension programs and policies are consistent with federal and state laws and regulations on nondiscrimination regarding race, sex, religion, age, color, creed, national or ethnic origin; 
physical, mental or sensory disability; marital status, sexual orientation, or status as a Vietnam-era or disabled veteran. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local 
Extension office.                  05/2010-klc

WSU Extension Mission Statement
Washington State University Extension engages people, organizations, and communities to advance economic wellbeing 
and quality of life by connecting them to the knowledge base of the university and by fostering inquiry, learning, and the  
application of research.


