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JUNIOR HOOFBEATS

                   
     FALL 2008
Horse Program Listserv & Website:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SnohomishCounty4-Hhorses
Snohomish County 4-H Website: http://snohomish.wsu.edu (For Hoofbeats Calendar and Cloverleaf)

WELCOME TO THE NEW 4-H YEAR!

There are many exciting events planned for this year. Enclosed is a calendar that includes those that are confirmed.  To keep up to date on additional events, check the Hoofbeats Calendar on line.
The Snohomish County 4-H Website is: http://snohomish.wsu.edu 
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 4-H HORSE PROGRAM LISTSERVE 

If you want the most current information, you will want to be a part of the web site and listserv that is available and pertains only to Snohomish County 4-H Horse Program.  The website is a source for information including the sharing of ideas, a calendar of events, files to download (including show and clinic forms), useful links, downloadable Record Books as well as announcements of information that is pertinent to everyone involved with our Program.  To find out more, check out the website at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SnohomishCounty4-Hhorses
Once you are ready to join, just send a blank email to: 
SnohomishCounty4-Hhorses-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
HELP IS ALWAYS NEEDED:

This is a volunteer driven program!  None of the supervisors, superintendents, chairmen, etc. is paid for their time!  There is always a need for more help to provide all of these wonderful opportunities for youth.  If you are interested in any particular area, please contact the supervisor.  Otherwise, watch the Hoofbeats and Listserv for opportunities to volunteer.

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?

For new 4-H Horse Program members and families, listed below is a brief explanation of the events available.  If you have any questions, please call the volunteer listed.
HORSE JUDGING CONTESTS – Members rank classes of horses (at halter and under saddle) and compare their placing to the official judge’s placing.  At each of the five Judging Contests, four classes of four horses are judged.  Attending one County Judging is required to exhibit a horse at Fair.  Members learn criteria for various breeds and classes and also learn decision-making skills. There is no entry fee. 

The FIRST in the Official Series of Four County Horse Judgings is Saturday, November 22, 10 am, at the Fairgrounds Livestock Arena.  There will be clinics at 9:30am for new members and for teaching how to write reasons.  Dress warm and bring a pencil.  Classes are not yet planned.

The remaining Judgings are February 21, March 17, April 19 and June 16 (June judging does not count toward county standings)
– check the calendar for times and location
For more information, contact Pat Pehling 568-4047 or pehling@verizon.net or Theresa Smith 360-659-4612 or tks5857@earthlink.net 

HORSE BOWL CONTESTS – a quiz contest with teams of 4 (3 is acceptable) competing.  Two teams are seated at the same time and a moderator asks questions relating to horses (sources are all 4-H Horse Program Publications).  There is no entry fee.  Competition is “double elimination” and placing rosettes are awarded. Novice contests are offered for members new to the contest.  Spectators are always welcome.
Listed below is the schedule for this 4-H Year.  Regular Contests are open to Intermediate and Senior members.  All ages may participate in Novice.  Contests are held at the Extension Center at 6:30 pm

· Members form teams of 4 (3 is acceptable) who may be from the same or different clubs but must be in the same age group.  Members without a team are welcome to come to observe or may be able to fill in on a team short a member. 

· Horse Bowl Rules are available from WSU through your Club Leader or at http://4h.wsu.edu under publications
· Sources of questions are all Washington State 4-H Horse Publications.  

· Moderators, Score Keepers and Timers are needed - we train!  If you can help or if you have any questions, please contact Pat Pehling 360-568-4047 pehling@verizon.net.
NOVICE HORSE BOWL CONTESTS:  November 5, January 23 and February 27   
REGULAR HORSE BOWL CONTESTS: October 24, January 29 and February 20
HIPPOLOGY CONTESTS – a four-phase activity - horse judging, written exam, identification stations, impromptu and team problem solving.  A major change this year is that Hippology contestants will be scored as individuals and not as teams.  For Team Problem solving, teams will be randomly selected.  Topics are all horse-related and may cover parts of the horse or tack, feeding, health, etc.  There is no entry fee and placing rosettes are awarded.  Spectators are always welcome

Contests are on Fridays, 6:30 pm, at Extension (600 128 ST SE, Everett, WA 98208) and do not include horse judging: November 21, January 9,and March 27.  

For more information, contact Kim Lobb at 360-568-3435 or kmlobb@msn.com
INTRODUCTION TO HORSEBOWL & HIPPOLOGY

All are welcome to come to learn more about both horse bowl and hippology contests on Friday, October 24, 6:30 pm, at the Adopt-A-Stream Building behind the Extension Education Center (600 128 ST SE, Everett, WA 98208).  There will be lots of fun ways to learn about the contests and ways of studying for the knowledge and skills needed.

For more information, contact Kim Lobb at 360-568-3435 or kmlobb@msn.com
GROOM SQUAD CONTESTS – a fun contest where members in teams of 3 groom and trim a horse/pony using no electric or commercial products.  Contest includes one member taking a written quiz and one member exhibiting the horse in a Showmanship Class.  Each team brings one horse/pony and provides clean grooming tools.  There is no entry fee and placing rosettes are awarded.

The first Groom Squad Contest of this 4-H year is Saturday, November 22, in the Fairgrounds Livestock Judging Arena at Noon.  For more information contact Kathryn Cope 360-563-2476 selleka@aol.com  
TRAIL HORSE CLASS IN THE FIELD – a judged Trail Ride.  Members and their horses are scored before, during and after the 8 to 10 mile ride on preparedness, manners, way of going, horsemanship, safety, negotiating of obstacles and after ride care.  There is an entry fee and rosettes are awarded. There is also a division for adults!   Watch the listserv or contact R. A. Mazzola 206-799-5466  ramazzola@aol.com
COUNTY SHOWS – The County 4-H Horse Program provides three County Shows each year for Performance, Hunter Over Fences, Driving, Western Games and Dressage.  Class Lists are available at Extension and on line.  Applicable rules are the PNW 4-H Horse Contest Guide and the Snohomish County 4-H Horse Program Reference Guide.  State Publications are available from WSU through your Club Leader, the WSU Website and the Yahoo Website.  The current issue of the Reference Guide is available on the Yahoo Website.
Fall County 4-H Western Games Shows 

October 31-November 1at the Fairgrounds.  Class Lists, Entry Forms and Directions are available at Extension and on the Yahoo Website.  Read the class list and accompanying guidelines carefully!
For more information  contact Tracey Coates 360-794-2150  cell 425-343-6608 coatesfamily@att.net
Fall County 4-H Performance Show

November 1-2 at the Fairgrounds.  Class Lists, Entry Forms and Directions are available at Extension and on the Yahoo Website.  Read the class lists and accompanying guidelines carefully!  Please fill out one entry form per horse.
For information contact:

· Horse Show Chair/Barns
Hilary Donnel
(425) 788-8249
donnelsdoubledranch@juno.com 

· Computers/Office
Melinda Nelson
(360) 474-0383
karatranch@msn.com 

· Volunteer Coordinator
Sharon Morgan
(425) 923-6697
ralphie1010@yahoo.com 
 

· Ribbon Host
Theresa Smith
(360) 659-4612
tks5857@earthlink.net 

Fall County 4-H Driving Show – October 26
Entry Forms are available at Extension and on the Yahoo website. For more information or to offer to help, contact 
Heather & Jana Lyons at flyinlions@earthlink.net 
Fall County 4-H Hunter Over Fences Show- October 11 – Bridle Trails State Park, Kirkland
Entry Forms are available at Extension and on the Yahoo website. For more information or to offer to help, contact Andrea Hevesi andrea@hevesi.net  or360-805-5167.
Fall County 4-H Dressage Show – October 19 at Eagle Mountain Ranch
Entry Forms are available at Extension and on the Yahoo website. For more information or to offer to help, contact Tammy Bowers 360-403-0504  tlbowers00@yahoo.com
MODEL HORSE ACTIVITY
A new opportunity is coming!  There will be a new activity for members called “Model Horses”. In this activity the member will learn about horses in the model horse world. There will have a session at the Equine-A-Rama in February,  two clinics during the year and a show in the fall of 2009. Watch the listserv for news.   A committee will be organized to plan and format the activity.  If you would like to help or would like to know more about it, contact Theresa Smith at tks5857@earthlink.net.
WESTERN GAMES CLINIC

Saturday, October 25, there is a Western Games  Clinic at Hidden River Ranch beginning at  9am.  For more information, check the yahoo groups website or Tracey Coates coates0828@yahoo.com<mailto:coates0828@yahoo.com or  425-343-6608.

DO YOU KNOW THE EXPECTATIONS?

If you are planning to show your project horse at a 4-H event, do you have the rules that apply and have you read them?  On the website is a list of Washington State 4-H Horse Program publications, which are available through WSU or through your Club Leader (your Club Leader also has a list).  In addition, Snohomish County has a Horse Program Reference Guide that covers additional activities not included in the Contest Guide (i.e. Green Horse, Medals, Novice & Walk-Trot etc.)    The Reference Guide is available on line.at the Yahoo website. 

HORSE CERTIFICATES

To be eligible to exhibit at a County Show and the Fair a member must use a Project horse.   A Project horse is one that the member is using on a regular basis.  They need to have an Individual Horse Record in there Record Book along with keeping track of all feeding and care of the horse in the Journal.  A Snohomish County 4-H Horse Certificate is required to be on file by June 1 in order for a project horse to be exhibited at the County Fair. The Certificate is available on the Yahoo website or at the Extension Office.

AWARDS NEWS

Our Snohomish County 4-H Horse Program Awards Night is in December (date TBA) Invitations will be mailed to those to be recognized, however, all 4-H families are welcome.  Watch the listserv for more information.  There will be a dessert potluck!
 All perpetual Trophies must be returned to the Extension Office by October 10.
RIDE NIGHTS

There will be 4-H Ride Nights (only for 4-H families and Leaders) on Tuesdays beginning October 14
 5:30-8:30 pm at the Fairgrounds.  The Reference Guide has a list of Ride Night expectations.  Be sure to bring a bucket and shovel to clean up the area and take your hay and manure home!    Ride Nights will continue Tuesdays through December 16.  As always, if weather is questionable, call to confirm!  Enrolled 4-H members may ride at no charge.  Adults and siblings may ride with a fee of $5/rider payable to the Fairgrounds and a signature on a release form.

YOUTH FORUM

All intermediate and senior level youth in the 4-H Horse Program are invited to participate in the Youth Forum, which is scheduled at least quarterly.  The Youth discuss any and all aspects of the 4-H program and make recommendations to the program for additions and changes.   The date for the fall forum will be announced soon. (Parents can attend - but are asked to be only passive observers.)
If you have questions or comments, please contact cheryl mendenhall 360/568-9513 or beakymcgee@verizon.net - or - Pat Pehling 360/568-4047 or pehling@verizon.net.

EQUINE –A-RAMA
Remember this exciting educational opportunity on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, at the Fairgrounds 4-H Building. A brochure will be available on the websites late December or early January.  There will be workshops on many different topics.  Pre-registration is recommended but not required.  PLAN TO ATTEND!!!  Leader Training will be available for adults.
VIDEO/DVD LIBRARY

Our Snohomish County 4-H Horse Program Kelly Stack Memorial Library is located at the Extension Office and consists of over 150 Equine-related videos and several DVD’s.  It was established over 20 years ago with a donation to our County Program and dedicated to the memory of Kelly Stack, who had been a Snohomish County 4-H Member.  These DVD’s and videos are available to 4-H Leaders and 4-H members to borrow for up to four weeks.  Topics include a variety of subjects (Hunt Seat, Western, Saddle Seat, Western Games, Trail Riding, health care, foaling, Olympic events, Judging, and so on..)  Please use this valuable resource!  Videos must be checked out during Office Hours (Weekdays 8am-5pm) but may be returned after hours at a Video Drop in the back door.

4-H HORSES FOR CLEAN WATER 
You will be able to learn about environmentally sensitive horse keeping practices, which benefit the horse by providing a better place to live, your wallet by cutting waste and your conscience by limiting the impact of horse keeping on your local environment! There will be workshops at the Equine –A-Rama on February 7 at the Fairgrounds and will soon be DVD’s available for club or individual use. Watch the website for other tours and workshops. 4-H members can earn achievement patches by completing the various workshops, tours and activities!!! 

STATE 4-H FORUM

October  of 2008 is special because Snohomish County is the host for the Annual Washington State 4-H Forum!  The Forum is open to all and consists of workshops, banquets, an auction, speakers, door prizes and includes Teen activities.  Check it out on the State 4-H website: http://4h.wsu.edu/conference/Forum 
