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BATS 

 

Biology 

Bats are the only true flying mammals.  There are 

many species in Washington and all of them are 

beneficial insect eaters, consuming literally tons of 

harmful insects each night.  The most common 

species to move into houses is the Little Brown Bat 

(Myotis lucifugus).  These small animals are about     

3-1/2 inches long with a 7 inch wingspread.  Their 

colors range from yellow brown to dark brown. 

 

Little Brown Bats roost in groups and are drawn to 

hot attics and wall voids in the spring and summer 

to bear their young. Each female raises one baby 

bat between June and August.  In the fall, these 

bats fly to winter hibernation roosts in caves or old 

mine shafts. 

 

Health Hazards 

Bats should not be regarded as dangerous.  

However, about one bat in a thousand may carry 

rabies.  Little Brown Bats can not easily transmit 

this disease to humans or pets due to their small 

teeth but problems can arise from trying to touch or 

pick up a sick bat.  Unprovoked attacks are 

extremely rare. 

 

If bitten by a bat, capture it without damaging the 

head and place it in a container.  Dead bats should 

be kept under refrigeration.  Contact your local 

county health district as soon as possible.  No one 

is interested in testing bats unless someone has 

been bitten as it is an expensive, time consuming 

procedure.  To avoid rabies, simply avoid touching 

bats and be sure your pets are vaccinated.  Call 

your veterinarian for vaccination information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Histoplasmosis is another hazard.  This airborne 

disease may be carried in bird and bat droppings.  

Few people exposed to this fungal disease become 

seriously ill, but there is a potential risk of infection 

to any one removing or disturbing old, dusty bird or 

bat guano. 

 

The Washington State Office of Epidemiology can 

provide further information on these diseases. 

 

House Bat Management 

Bat colonies do not ordinarily cause structural 

damage to a building.  However, very large 

colonies can, in time, drop enough urine and feces 

to seep through the floor or wall.  In addition, bats 

can be disturbingly noisy as they squeak and 

scratch in the ceiling or wall voids. 

 

The only sure way to solve a bat problem is to evict 

them by arranging fine-mesh bird netting over the 

entrances, attaching it top and sides but leaving the 

bottom hang free a foot below.This should be done 

before June or after August to reduce the ossibility 

of trapping young, flightless bats inside.  Bats will 

be able to leave but not return.  Openings are 

usually easy to find by watching the house at dusk 

to see where the bats are coming out.  Entrances 

may be as narrow as 3/8 inch and there may be 

several. 

 

Another option is to apply a registered bat-repellent 

in the roosting area.  Be sure to read and follow all 

label directions.  Once the material evaporates, bats 

may return so building them out is the ONLY 

permanent solution.  
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Bats Need Friends Too 

With the destruction of valuable habitat throughout 

Western Washington, it’s no wonder that bats take 

up residence in houses.  Bats provide a great 

service in controlling insects, such as mosquitoes 

and garden-infesting moths so it is to our advantage 

to encourage them.  If you want to give them a 

place to live other than your attic, you can create a 

home for them. 

 

Bat houses can be purchased or home-built.  Most 

bat house plans and virtually all those available in 

stores and catalogs are small: roughly 8 X 10 X 14 

inches.  Occupancy will be much more likely with 

larger bat houses.   

 

For more information on bats, including plans for a 

bat house, see the links to the bat information on 

the WSU Forest Stewardship page at 

http://snohomish.wsu.edu/Forestry/resources.htm#

wildlife 
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