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Highest areas of gain were:

Using sound judgment, being 
responsible, and setting priorities.
 
Planning how to use financial resources.
 
Clearly stating my thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas to others.
 
Knowing how to prepare for a         
natural disaster.
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Helping Youth Find Their Future

2012
TEEN

CONFERENCE

By Betsy Fradd, WSU Extension 4-H 

Berkley Geary has a plan. At 13, the Klickitat eighth grader 
is already planning to go in the military, earn a master’s 
degree and head overseas to help wounded soldiers. Being 
a part of the WSU Teen Conference Revolution of Responsi-
bility seemed like the perfect opportunity to help figure out 
her options. “The conference showed me different perspec-
tives and opened my eyes to possibilities for my future,” 
said Berkeley, who sampled seminars in nursing, military 
youth and families, story boarding and hip hop hustle.

Over 400 teens statewide took part in the conference on 
the WSU Pullman campus. First held in 1927, the three-day 
event acts as a catalyst for youth to discover what life holds 

89%



after high school. This year, over 60 workshops featured 
WSU educators, industry leaders and career advisors 
who presented educational options and different life 
skills for decision-making.

17-year-old Mitchel Daulk, a second-year Teen Con-
ference attendee, appreciated the leadership skills he 
learned from the seminars. “I’m kind of shy, so last year 
Teen Conference got me out of my comfort zone…
meeting new people and learning communication tech-
niques,” said the Cathlamet senior. He credits his Teen 
Conference experience with helping him run for office 
and being elected vice president of his high school.

During the conference, students become familiar with 
college life by living in dorms, meeting in university 
classrooms and seeing sights on the WSU campus. 
Workshops include forensic science, film and animation, 

robotics, agronomy, resume writing, paying for college, 
fitness and whole-brain thinking styles.

Taking personal responsibility was key this year as teens 
took part in a natural disaster readiness simulation to 
prepare for a situation that could impact their commu-
nities. Youth developed personal disaster readiness plans 
and kits in case of an emergency. 

“The teens now know how to be responsible for them-
selves and others if something unexpected happens,” 
said Jan Klein, WSU Extension 4-H Adolescent Specialist. 
“Their knowledge, along with their resources and deter-
mination, will serve them well as community leaders—
now and in the future.”

For more information on WSU 4-H Teen Conference:
http://4h.wsu.edu/conferences/teenconf/index.htm.

•	 This was my first experience attending teen 
conference and it was really well planned and         
my eyes were opened to many things.

•	 I learned to do small things that make it easier        
for me to communicate with people.

•	 Respect yourself, others and the journey.

•	 I finally understand the importance of planning  
for college and figuring out what I need to do 
before I graduate from High School.

•	 I have explored new career options and know  
what I want to do now.

•	 I learned that decisions I make have an impact  
in my life and I need to make smart choices.
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• Boeing

• CF Industries

• AAA

• Northwest Farm   
 Credit Services

• Todd & KayDee   
 Gilkey

• WSU Recruitment

• AmericanWest Bank

• Crimson & Gray

• WSECU

• The WSU Bookie

• Western WA Area   
 Health Ed. Center

• WSU Extension

• Grafix Edge

• Borton Fruit

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without                
discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through 
your local WSU Extension office.


